




































OSI) WNOTLVYOTEONOD 





he Sunday School Gime — 


Copyright, 1940, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered as second-class matter July 16, 1879, at the i. awed t Philadelphia, Pa., under the act of March 3, 1879. 
a. 


Entered as second-class matter at the post-office department, Outawa, G 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 


Times Co., 325 N. 13th St., Phila., Pa., U.S.A. 


Philadelphia, January 11, 1941 ar. 
Volume Eighty -three, No. 2 ba 


ys .§ M$2.25°a yedr, in clubs, $1.75 
ens ) ae ty MA“S8E page 40 


-- 





Lesson for January 26 in this issve 





Lesson 4,.—(17) Christ’s Concern for the Lost. 
Luke 15. - 


Notes on Open Letters: 
Does Christian Science Deny Christ? .. 22 
Halting Between Two Opinions on Shrine 
Worship. III. By J. Gordon Holdcroft, 


i ee eee errr ee ee ee 23 
A Survey of Religious Life and Thought. 

Be SS GE voce ccewcncReeree teres 26 
International Uniform Lesson .......... . .29-36 


The Golden Text in Song. By R. Harkness 32 
The Young People’s Prayer Meeting. By 


LS ED NY oi ces ccesuqnegedbeeties« 36 
ie vccecceteacdranteceswe 37 
With the New Books ..... 38 


For Family Worship. By E. M. Wadsworth 39 
we 


The Eleventh Hour 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


E COMES, the Lord of Glory comes! 
Our eyes, grown dim 
From midnight watching of the far 
Horizon’s rim, 
Behold a dawning light. Breathless, 
We wait for Him! 


The solemn clock of God ticks on, 
The moments race. 

Still He delays His steps for yet 
A little space, 

A few more souls, last trophies of 
His sovereign grace. 


Men’s hearts are failing them for fear, 
Black storm clouds lower. 

Soon those who spurned his love shall know 
His wrath and power. 

Lost soul, flee to the cross before 
God strikes His hour! 


No Parallax in God 


Parallax is a word not often used 
in ordinary conversation. Astronomers 
know that it means the apparent dis- 
placement, or the difference in apparent 
direction, of an object as seen from two 
different points; such as the difference 
in direction of a heavenly body as seen 
from some point on the earth’s surface, 
and as seen from some other conven- 
tional point, as the center of the earth or 
the sun. It comes from the Greek verb 
parallassein, meaning to change a little, 
to deviate. It may surprise some to 
learn that Scripture uses the Greek 
noun for parallax, but only once in the 
entire Bible. James tells us that “every 
good gift and every perfect gift is from 
above, and cometh down from the Father 





of lights.” Then is added this comfort- 
ing fact about God: “with whom’is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning” 
(Jas. 1:17). And the word translated 
“variableness” ig parallax, parallage. 
There is no variation, no deviation, no 
difference at any time in God, for he is 
“the same yesterday, and to day, and 
for ever” (Heb. 13:8). Has God promised 
to save us through Christ, to meet all 
our needs by Christ Jesus, to care for us 
in spirit, soul, and body? Then let us 
praise God that there is in him no paral- 
lax, but that “all the promises of God 
in him [Christ] are yea, and in him 
Amen, unto the glory of God by us” (2 
Cor. 1:20). 


ZA 
Better Than the Golden Rule 


Can there be any higher standard 
than the Golden Rule? Most people 
seem to think not; it is quoted as the last 
word in moral and spiritual righteous- 
ness. But if grace is higher than law, 
there is something higher than the 
Golden Rule. For the Golden Rule is 
law, not grace: “Therefore all things 
whatsoever ye would that men should 
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do to you, do ye even so to them: for 
this is the law” (Matt. 7:12). Let the 
treatment you would like to receive 
from others determine your treatment of 
them. That is a high standard— but 
there is a higher.‘ Law is what we do 
for God; grace is what God does for us. 
And can there be any doubt whether 
the heights of what God can do for us 
are higher than the heights of the best 
that we can do for him? “The law was 
given by Moses, but grace and truth 
came by Jesus Christ” (John 1:17). 
God’s children today “are not under the 
law, but under grace” (Rom. 6:14). 
Grace tells us, and enables us, to do for 
others what we know they are not go- 
ing to do for us; we are to do this not 
looking to them for any reward or re- 
turn for our good deeds, but we are to 
do it even if we must look to them for 
hatred and persecution. So Peter calls 
upon all who are under grace to “re- 
joice, inasmuch as we are partakers of 
Christ’s sufferings. . . If ye be re- 
proached for the name of Christ, happy 
are ye; for the spirit of glory and of 
God resteth upon you: on their part he 
is evil spoken of, but on your part he is 
glorified” (1 Pet. 4:13, 14). 


% 


A Leap from Atheism to Christ 


An actual experience, told by a member of the atheist’s family 


the age of seventy,” said Roy 

and Ray Kraft, twin evange- 
lists, when in Calgary, Alberta, Can., 
in March, 1940. 

“I hope Dad will be the one in a 
million,” said Sally to Aunt Lena, as 
they were going down the church steps. 

Dad was an atheist in belief and prac- 
tice. To him a, believer in Christ was 
crazy and fit for an insane asylum. He 
would say to his believing daughters, 
“You better look out or you will go 
bugs like your Aunt L., who should be 
in Ponoka now.” 

Aunt L., living in Seattle, hearing 
that her brother-in-law was dangerously 
ill, made haste to go to the aid of her 
sister’s family, and her coming was a 
pleasant surprise to the sick father, 
but he said to his wife that he supposed 


{4 Oe in a million is saved after 


she would be coming with a Bible under 
her arm and if she tried to preach to 
him she would get slapped. But during 
the five weeks that he lived there was 
no actual slapping, although he did ask, 
“What would you do if I hit you?” 

“Turn the other cheek would be the 
only rightful thing to do,” was the reply. 

That kindled his wrath, and he said, 
“Then I’d give you another blow that 
would finish you,” to which answer was 
made, “Then where would I be? But, 
oh! where would you be!” 

One day a minister, who had been in- 
terviewed, called at the home and in the 
course of the conversation said, “You 
don’t mind if I read a little to you and 
pray, do you?” “No, I don’t care, just 
so you don’t start digging,” replied the 
atheist. 

One Sunday as Aunt L. was going to 
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church he asked, “Why don’t ministers 
give passports to Heaven?” 

“Ministers,” she said, “have no pass- 
ports for themselves, so how could they 
give them to others?” It was noticeable 
that he was more interested in eternal 
life than his proud heart was willing to 
admit, so she told him this story: “If 
a friend of mine in Seattle were going 
to Calgary and I should say to him, ‘By 
the way, I have a brother-in-law living 
there; let me give you a letter of iniro- 
duction,’ I have reason to believe that 
when my friend arrived and knocked at 
your door you would say, ‘Come in, come 
in.’ ” 

“Yes,” he interrupted, “I would give 
him beer and whisky.” 

“And maybe a pinch of snuff,” added 
Aunt L. “But,” said she, “if you instead 
should treat my friend with contempt 
and slam the door in his face, who 
would be insulted? Of course I would 
be, and extremely hurt. Your passport 4o 
Heaven depends upon how you treat 
Jesus, God’s Son. Did you accept or re- 
ject him?” 

The sick one sat on the edge of the 
bed while the story was being told, 
until the climax was reached, when he 
roared out: “Can’t you stop talking 
religion to me? You know it only aggra- 
vates me. You have come all the way 
from Seattle to break me down, but 
you are not going to do it. I am going 
to die like a hero, with honors.” 

A personal worker was brought to the 
home one afternoon and introduced by 
a friend of the family. She told how her 
Catholic husband, now a minister, was 
saved through hearing someone sing 
“The Old Rugged Cross.” Then she sang 
a verse and said: “Isn’t that fine? Did 
you like it?” 

His ruffled nature replied, “Everything 
has to gripe me.” 

The burden of prayer rested heavy 
in the believing members of the family 
as they watched day by day the mental 
distress and bodily disease hurrying 
their father into an endless eternity. 
Even the Scripture verses on the wall 
had to be removed, for he said they were 
more aggravating than his illness. 

Where did all this war in his heart 
come from, now that he had come face 
to face with realities? His arguments 
against matters of fact were not suffi- 
cient to give him peace of mind. When 
the effects of the wrath of God were 
upon him, he would declare, “There is 
no God.” 
he felt a present judgment, he would 
say: “There is no hell. All the retribu- 
tion you get is here on earth.” The 
amazement and horror of being con- 
tinually upbraided by his iniquities and 
his sins, having them marching before 
his memory like so many soldiers, made 
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hell quite visible. “I’ll get to hell out 
of here,” he would declare. His plans 
were to go to his daughter B., where he 
would have peace of mind, plenty of 
cow’s milk to drink, and Mother Earth 
to walk on, and no religious fanatics 
around. This precious quest for peace 
was dispelled when a letter from B. 
was read to him and he discovered that 
she too had lined up with the redeemed 
of the Lord. “I guess I'll have to go to 
California,” he said, as S. finished read- 
ing the letter. 

His next move was to call in a spe- 
cialist, which was in direct accord with 
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the praying family. They had a Chris- 
tian doctor in mind, and how quickly 
the scene was shifted when the new 
doctor entered the room. After an ex- 
amination the doctor told him the truth, 
portraying both his physical and spir- 
itual condition. “Sorry,” said the doc- 
tor, “that I cannot give you any better 
news, but have you any concern for 
your soul?” 

“No,” he said. “Then,” said the doc- 
tor, “I’ll not pester you any longer. 
Gcod-by.” ’ 

Strange to say, the telephone rang 

(Continued on page 38) 
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Does Christian Science 
Deny Christ? 


In an article on the first page of your 
issue of January 6, 1940, Christian Science 
was referred to as a “Christ-denying cult.” 
Such. a statement indicates the author's 
lack cf knowledge of the teachings of 
this religion. Christian Science does not 
deny the Christ. This fact is clearly 
attested in the religious tenets of Chris- 
tian Science as printed in its textbook, 
“Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures,” by Mary Baker Eddy, from 
which I quote as follows: 


(2) “We acknowledge and adore one 
supreme .and infinite God. We ac- 
knowledge His Son, one Christ; the 
Holy Ghost or divine Comforter; and 
man in God’s image and likeness. 

(4) “We acknowledge Jesus’ atonement as 
the evidence of divine, efficacious 
Love, unfolding man’s unity with God 
through Christ Jesus the Wayshower; 
and we acknowledge that man is 
saved through Christ, through Truth, 
Life, and Love as demonstrated by the 
Galilean Prophet in healing the sick 
and overcoming sin and death. 
“And we solemnly promise to watch, 
and pray for that Mind to be in us 
which was also in Christ Jesus; to do 
unto others as we would have them 
do unto us; and to be merciful, just, 
and pure.” 


Christian Scientists reverence and adore 
that Christ whereof the Scripture bears 
testimony, and they are admonished in 
their Church Manual, in accordance with 
the Bible and their textbook, quoted 
above, to entertain or signify a belief in 
no other (Church Manual, Article VIII, 
Section 7, “One Christ”). 

Surely those of your readers who are 
not better informed will be glad to learn 
that Christian Science recognizes Christ to 
be the Son of God, even as the Bible de- 
clares. 


(6) 


Wiru1am V. K. SHEPARD 

Christian Science Committee on Publica- 

tion for the State of Pennsylvania. 

But readers of THE SunpDAy ScHoo. 
Times who are “better informed” will 
recognize that these quotations from 
Mary Baker Eddy’s book only confirm 
the Trwes statement that Christian 
Science is a Christ-denying cult; that 
Christian Scientists do not “reverence 
and adore” the Christ of God; and that 


the final authority on Christian Science, 
Mrs. Eddy’s book “Science and Health 
with Key to the Scriptures,” contains 
the most conclusive, damaging, and blas- 
phemous evidence of the denial of 
Christ. 

One who knows the Scriptures sees 
how unscriptural, for example, is the 
Christian Science Committee’s quotation 
on the atonement. While it speaks of 
the atonement as evidence of divine love, 
which it is, it significantly omits (and 
by its omission denies) any recognition 
that the atonement is evidence of God’s 
righteousness and justice and necessary 
wrath against sin, shown in the fact that 
Christ “bare our sins in his own body 
on the tree” (1 Pet. 2:24), and, himself 
sinless, as our Substitute was “made... 
to be sin for us” (2 Cor. 5:21), and thus 
“Christ hath redeemed us from the curse 
of the law, being made a curse for us” 


(Continued on page 39) 





Next Week 


Is Bible Reading permitted in our 
public schools? Perhdps you know 
the answer to this question in your 
own city and state, but what are 
the laws in the other states? Are 
there any states where it is for- 
bidden? Last summer Dr. Louis 
Bauman, in his series on prophecy 
and current events, said that “it is 
an offense against government in 
many of our states even to read the 
Bible, without comment, in our pub- 
lic schools.” This statement was 
questioned by a reader of the Times, 
and the editors have now secured 
an authoritative answer from Ward 
W. Keesecker, Specialist in School 
Legislation, of the United States 
Office of Education, Washington, 
D. C. His answer will be published 
in the TIMES next week, in the spe- 
cial Bible Study Number. 
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Halting Between Two Opinions ‘on Shrine Worship 


The confusion that has resulted because many official bodies 
have not taken a clear stand 


By J-.Gordon Holdcroft, D.D. 
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proper seems to have been con- 
vinced that State Shinto is re- 
ligious. When Japan entered the first 
World War and the government ordered 
prayers for victory to be offered at 
all State Shrines, the Congregational 
Churches in convention at Kobe de- 
clared that the requirement that the 
people pray for victory was “no small 
obstacle” to evangelistic work. Later 
the Federation of Christian Churches 
declared the authorities were “evidently 
violating the constitution of the Empire 
and impairing the freedom of religion.” 
On October 31, 1917, the four hundredth 
anniversary of lLuther’s ninety-five 
articles, the Federation of Churches de- 
clared that a clear line of distinction 
should be drawn between the proper 
veneration of ancestors and the holding 
of ceremonies full of religious rites, and 
also that the (then) recent enactments 
of the government making attendance 
at the shrines almost compulsory was an 
infringement upon the guaranteed re- 
ligious liberty of the country. 
Opinion in Korea endorsed these con- 
victions. The Federal Council of Mis- 
sions passed resolutions which declared 
that obeisance at the shrines was not 
possible. These resolutions were signed 
by some missionaries who now condone 
obeisance. At that time, however, there 
was comparatively little restriction upon 
free speech and no loss in prospect. 
When official pressure was exerted and 
prospect of loss appeared, what hap- 
pened? 


The Results of Official Pressure 


That is a sad story, and I would rather 
not record it. But it is time the Chris- 
tian public knew all that has occurred. 

The leading missions in Korea are 
Methodist and Presbyterian, and theirs 
are the largest churches also. The 
Methodist schools, missions, and 
churches made practically no objection 
from the first. One or two principals 
of schools were troubled in spirit, but 
none of them took any public stand 
against allowing their schools to do 
obeisance. Asked why not, some said 
that the Administrative Superintendent 
of the Korean Methodist Church not 
having advised against it, they as 
principals had followed the normal pro- 
cedure of obeying all government or- 
ders. The Administrative Superintend- 
ent said that the school principals, 
mostly missionaries, had not referred 
the question to him, and therefore they, 
the missionaries had settled the question 


OC breve: see the Church in Japan 


When the great contest between Eli- 
jah and the prophets of Baal on Mt. 
Carmel was about to begin he chal- 
lenged the Israelites in the following 
words: “How long halt ye between 
two opinions? if the Lord be God, 
follow him: but if Baal, then follow 
him.” The Church in the Japanese 
Empire has been facing a similar 
decision in recent years. In this 
series of articles, of which this is 
the third, Dr. Holdcroft has been 
giving abundant evidence to show 
that bowing down at the shrines is 
a religious act, and that Christians 
should have no part in it. He has 
had more than thirty years’ experi- 
ence as a missionary in‘ Korea, and 
is now Secretary of the Independent 
Board for Presbyterian Foreign Mis- 
sions (153 Maplewood Ave., Ger- 
mantown, Philadelphia). 


In this article Dr. Holdcroft tells 
of the various actions taken by the 
mission boards, and by the churches 
in Korea and Japan. The series will 
continue in an early issue. 








by conforming. However it was done, 
the Methodist schools conformed. 

Eventually, of course, mission authori- 
ties in America had to take action. 
Practically all Methodist policy agrees 
with the position taken by the Japan 
National Christian Council, November, 
1936. That action consists of three sec- 
tions. The first states the government’s 
position, the second presents the re- 
ligious difficulties that must be faced 
by Christians,—such difficulties in the 
shrines and their ceremonies as are men- 
tioned in Article II of this series. Hav- 
ing admitted all that, the third section 
gives the conclusion as follows: 

1 “Christians should recognize the na- 


tional character and value of these shrines 
and as loyal citizens pay homage to those 

2. “Christians should accept the govern- 
ment’s interpretation that these shrines are 
not religious, and help to make that inter- 
pretation known and understood in their 
own circles and among the people at large. 

3. “Christians should press for the elim- 
ination of the religious features connected 
with these shrines and their ceremonies. 

4. “Christians should help all concerned to 
an understanding of the difference between 
the obeisance paid at these shrines to the 
nation’s notables and the worship of God.” 
whose memories are enshrined there. 


The logic of these conclusions is far 
from convincing. One critic has said 
the admissions made amount to the dec- 
laration that the shrines are religious. 


Then the conclusion is, “Therefore, let 
us accept the government’s interpreta- 
tion that they are not religious, press 
for the elimination of religious features 
connected with the shrines, and help all 
concerned to understand the difference 
which is nowhere made clear.” It is 
not surprising that Christians suffering 
persecution for their faith should feel 
that there is little moral support for 
them in such a pronouncement. 

The first mission to make any attempt 
to withstand obeisance was the Chosen 
Mission of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
A., in July, 1936. Just before that mis- 
sion met to consider this question the 
government forbade all discussion of 
shrine attendance, said that even to 
question the propriety of bowing was 
lése majesté (“high treason”), and re- 
quired a pledge that shrine worship 
would not be mentioned. The mission 
gave that pledge, and as a result could 
only discuss the question as to whether 
it would remain in educational work 
or not. This embargo on free speech 
is still in force. Unquestionably it has 
been a factor in driving the Church to 
obeisance. 


An Attempt to Close the Schools 


Eventually that mission, recognizing 
the difficulty of preserving in its schools 
“the full purposes and ideals with which 
they had been founded,” decided to re- 
tire from the whole field of secular edu- 
cation. However, instead of retiring at 
once, which indeed the government 
said would not be allowed, it committed 
the details of withdrawing to its Execu- 
tive Committee and even provided for 
protests from some of its stations. This 
attempt to be fair to all circumstances 
and all parties proved to be a weak spot 
through which the advocates of obei- 
sance later drove a powerful wedge 
that has well-nigh ruined the testimony 
this mission would have liked to give. 

But, to the credit of the U. S. A. Pres- 
byterian Board of Foreign Missions be it 
said that, at that time, it seemed to see 
the issue clearly. In September, 1936, 
it took action which went far to remedy 
the errors of its mission by declaring 
it approved the decision to retire from 
educational work, and also it stated that 
it, the Board, would not turn its school 
property over to other parties to do in 
and with it that which the mission, for 
valid moral reasons, had found impos- 
sible to do. 

By taking that action the Board inter- 
vened between the government and a 





24 * 


hard pressed mission certain of whose 
members had been threatened with 
beatings and death. 

This decision was announced to the 
government by a representative of the 
Board. It was taken by the government 
at that time as final. 

But shrine;condoning missionaries of 
that mission immediately began an at- 
tack upon that resolution and decision, 
We shall see where that attack led. 

Up until this time the issue of obei- 
sance had been sharply drawn in only 
a few places. The question had been 
raised first in territory belonging to the 
United Church of Canada Mission, which 
mission, years before, when it was the 
Canadian Presbyterian Mission, had 
united the products of its work with 
other Presbyterian missions to form the 
Presbyterian Church of Korea. The at- 
titude of that mission as a whole, how- 
ever, can be summed up in the words of 
one of its missionaries to the effect that 
to refuse to allow Korean mission school 
students to do obeisance would be to 
deprive them of a beautiful, esthetic, 
cultural ceremony! That attitude from 
the first has been a spurce of weakness 
to the whole Presbyterian Church of 
Korea. 


The Value of a Clear Decision, 


The Southern Presbyterians were the 
next to be heavily attacked by the gov- 
ernment on the matter of obeisance. 
Their Board (Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions) assumed the proper 
responsibility of any board in such cir- 
cumstances, sent a representative to 
Korea with power to take action, and 
made a clear decision,—the only God- 
honoring decision that could be made 
under such conditions. 

That decision was to close their 
schools. They hoped to close in an 
orderly way, but if obeisance was again 
demanded they declared they would 
close at once. They also declared they 
would not transfer their schools and 
other property to other parties, because 
there could be no escape from moral 
responsibility in that. 

This was the clearest pronouncement 
adopted by any organization up to that 
time. For a time it greatly enheartened 
consistent Korean Christians, just as had 
Dr. McCune’s own personal refusal to 
do obeisance in the earlier stages of 
the conflict. 

The Australian Presbyterians also 
found themselves in trouble. After a 
considerable period of debate, they too 
took a firm stand. Their actions, though 
taken at different times, form a consis- 
tent whole. These actions stated that 
to comply with the government’s de- 
mands for obeisance at the shrines would 
constitute for them disobedience to God’s 
express commands. They tried to con- 
tinue in educational work without ac- 
ceding to the government’s demands, 
but, finding that impossible, closed their 
school. 
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Beside these Methodist and Presbyte- 
rian Missions there are other mission 
forces in Korea. Of these the Seventh 
Day Adventists were the only ones who 
had educational work. They at first 
stood out very bravely against obei- 
sance, then reversed their position and 
conformed. 

The missions that had no schools were 
not forced to go on record on this edu- 
cational phase of the struggle. Their 
test came later. 

In the four years since the Chosen 
Mission of the U. S. A. Presbyterian 
Church took its action what has hap- 
pened? The Southern Presbyterian 
Mission, true to its decision, has closed 
its schools rather than compromise in 
any way. The Australians also have 
closed. The mission of the U. S. A. 
Presbyterian Church wanted to close its 
schools, but actually of its eight acad- 
emies one only has been closed, five 
others have been turned over to Korean 
“Christian” control, four of those five 
even to Presbytery control. One acad- 
emy is still under Board control. The 
Union Christian College in Pyengyang 
was taken over by the government. The 
Chosen Christian College and the Sever- 
ance Union Medical College, both in 
Seoul, are continuing. Those continu- 
ing are doing obeisance. 

This, of course, is directly contrary 
to the policy adopted by the Board of 
Foreign Missions of that Church and 
announced to the government by it in 
1936. 

What is responsible for this reversal 
of practice? Certainly so great a diver- 
gence from announced principles needs 
explanation to the Christian public, for, 
carrying in general one half of all Prot- 
estant mission work in Korea, the actions 
of that Board and its Mission always 
have had great influence upon the whole 
Korean Church. 


Willing to Suffer Loss for Christ 


Many explanations are attempted. 
Only one is necessary. From the be- 
ginning of the controversy groups have 
existed both in the Board and in the 
Mission which ardently desired to keep 
the schools in existence whether they 
did obeisance or not. These minority 
groups would have preferred to keep 
the schools under Mission and Board 
control. Failing that, they were ready 
to turn them over to any party willing 
to receive them. The majority of the 
missionaries on the field wished to make 
a true witness to God, and rather than 
allow the schools to do obeisance and 
rather than turn them over to other 
Christian organizations, which would 
allow them to do obeisance, they knew 
they must suffer loss for Christ’s sake 
and close them. 

Under pressure from the two groups; 
one on the field and one in the Board, 
the Board itself, not seeing that to suffer 
loss is often the way of true gain in 
Christian witness, wavered, reconsid- 
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ered, seemingly came back strongly to 
its original resolution but, nevertheless, 
since September, 1938, has followed and 
still follows the policy of itself with- 
drawing from educational work but of 
turning over its schools to Korean Chris- 
tian, and in most cases to Korean Pres- 
bytery, control. Yet, even so, it has 
never rescinded its original resolution 
passed in 1936. Indeed, as late as the 
autumn of 1940, conferences over this 
matter have been held which issued 
in pronouncements recognizing, on the 
Board’s own responsibility, that obeisance 
is wrong. Nevertheless the Board stated 
that it would turn over the last academy 
of which it had control if satisfactory 
parties could be found by December 31, 
1940! That no contract concerning. this 
school exists with any Presbytery, or 
any other party, shows how far the 
Board has moved from its 1936 position. 


The Duty of Guiding Others 


This surprising deviation from its 
original resolution some apologists have 
attempted to explain by claiming that 
the original resolution was only in “the 
subjunctive mode.” Thus, “If certain 
conditions had existed, the Board would 
not turn over to others properties in 
which to do that which the Board then 
would have found impossible to do.” 
The “subjunctive mode” argued that no 
such conditions did exist. That was 
plainly an afterthought to explain an in- 
consistency. 

But since the resolutions of 1940 de- 
clare on the Board’s own responsibility 
that obeisance is wrong, the only argu- 
ment now left is to declare that the 
Board will not act as a conscience for 
others. That declaration the Board 
makes. But is not a Christian sometimes 
called upon to be a conscience for 
others? If not, why ever send any mis- 
sionaries to any people? 

It is true that before the shrine con- 
troversy arose, contracts with Korean 
Presbyteries had been made by which 
if one party withdrew from their man- 
agement the other was to have the right 
of determining whether it would con- 
duct the schools alone. 

Those contracts, however, were predi- 
cated upon the understanding that such 
schools would always continue to be 
Christian schools. Schools that conform 
to Shinto practices and teach Shinto 
ethics can no longer be Christian schools. 
Moreover such tontracts as there were 
were invoked originally, or the move- 
ment to invoke them was begun, not by 
the Korean Presbyteries themselves but 
by missionaries of the shrine-condoning 
minority on behalf of the Presbyteries! 

The Board listened, inquired of the 
Presbyteries their will, and, on being 
told that the Presbyteries had voted to 
continue the schools, turned over to such 
Presbyteries properties it had once de- 
clared none could expect to have. 

These inquiries to the Presbyteries 


were stark tragedies, for as soon as the 
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government learned they had been made, 
in every case where it thought Presby- 
teries might vote against talking over 
the schools, it brought in sufficient police 
to overawe the Presbyteries and forced 
a vote. In one section of the country 
three Presbyteries were partners with 
the Board in two schools. One Presby- 
tery alone voted, with a policeman sit- 
ting next each member of Presbytery to 
see how that member voted. Seven men 
voted in favor of taking the schools. 
The rest kept silent to keep from going 
to jail! The other two Presbyteries 
never did vote on the question. Yet the 
Board took this one vote in a coerced 
Presbytery as a bona fide expression of 
the will of all three Presbyteries and 
turned over the schools! 


Religious Dictatorship 


The government having learned how 
easy it was to intimidate Presbyteries 
inaugurated that policy in every section 
of the country where there was any 
conviction against shrine worship, and 
eventually dictated a resolution and 
forced a vote in favor of obeisance in 
the Korean Presbyterian General As- 
sembly itself. Then followed the arrest, 
persecution, and harrying of every in- 
dividual who would not bow. 

It is a melancholy thought that this 


_ whole process of intimidation and tor- 


ture was invited by inquiries by a Board 
of Foreign Missions, which inquiries 
were themselves indications of the 
Board’s willingness to repudiate its own 
announced principles. 

Worse than that, the turning over of 
obeisance-performing schools to Presby- 
teries now wholly under the domination 
of a pagan police department has linked 
the Korean Presbyterian Church with 
institutions which carry a moral contra- 
diction at their heart. It will be a mir- 
acle if these Presbyteries ever can di- 
vorce themselves from these schools. 
The Presbyterian Church of Korea 
therefore now is compromised just as 
fully, just as effectively as is the Meth- 
odist Church of Korea which surren- 
dered without a struggle. The only dif- 
ference is that the Presbyterian default 
has been more fully publicized in the 
press of the country than has the Metho- 
dist. 

In the meantime other developments 
have taken place. The most flagrant 
is that the government broke its prom- 
ise, repeatedly made even by the Gov- 
ernor-General himself, that obeisance at 
the shrines would not be required of 
any religious organization or of any 
Christian as an individual. 

The Theological Seminary, Bible in- 
stitutes, Bible conferences, even Bible 
clubs for little children were informed 
that unless they registered, — and in reg- 
istering it was understood that they 
were agreeing to do obeisance,—none 
would be allowed to operate. 

Again the Methodists conformed. The 
Presbyterian institutions, because under 
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the control of missionaries who wished 
to be.true to God, refused to conform 
and are closed, with perhaps an excep- 
tion here and there allowed by the 
authorities for some strange reason. 

By 1939 the General Assembly, which 
a year before had had many qualms of 
conscience, was ready to go even fur- 
ther than the government demanded. It 
therefore voted to establish its ‘own 
shrine-going seminary and Bible insti- 
tutes. But when it organized them it 
found that the government dictated 
whom it could have as teachers and 
officers ! 

With the General Assembly in hand 
the government moved on. In large 
sections of the country it demanded that 
churches bow to the East before begin- 
ning services. This act, furthermore, 
was interpreted as a bow both to the 
living emperor and to the Grand Shinto 
Shrine at Ise, Japan. Churches were 
also to repeat an oath of allegiance to 
Japan at the opening of each service, and 
in some cases were even asked to go to 
the local Shinto Shrine and bow before 
assembling for the worship of God. 

Thus conformity is more and more the 
order of the day in all official bodies. The 
war in China has accentuated the demand 
for this, but the breakdown of the official 
Korean Church is complete. The mis- 
sions have done better, for the Austra- 
lian Presbyterian, the Southern, and the 
Independent Board for Presbyterian 
Foreign Missions, as well as the North- 
ern Presbyterian missionaries in part, 
have refused conformity. So also have 
the Anglicans, whose Bishop recently 
was under arrest, perhaps partly because 
he had not conformed. The Salvation 
Army, on the other hand, feeling it had 
to work in Korea, conformed, though 
not without internal difficulty. The 
Y. M. C. A. and the Y. W. C. A. con- 
formed. A Methodist, a Presbyterian, 
and a Holiness Church representative 
made a round of the chief Shinto Shrines 
in Japan and did obeisance. 


Compromise Brings Confusion 


With the exception of those few men- 
tioned above, all the missions, all the 
boards and all the churches are in de- 
fault. The Roman Catholic Church has 
gone with the Protestant churches into 
the same morass of heathenism, yet not 
before eleven of her missionary priests 
in Korea had appealed the case to Rome 
where, however, the College for the 
Propagation of the Faith, in a decision 
ratified by the Pope, decided against 
them. Later six of the eleven who 
appealed were removed from Korea. 

The situation in Korea is paralleled in 
Japan proper, in Manchukuo, and in 
Formosa, where Canadian Presbyterians 
withdrew from educational work, but 
the English Presbyterians conformed, 
even in the case of their Theological 
Seminary. Delegations of Japanese 
Christians indeed visit the colonies, es- 
pecially Korea, to persuade Christians 
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there to accede to the government’s pro- 
gram. In Japan also prominent Chris- 
tians visit the shrines and do obeisance. 
On June 19, 1940, as many as 200, in- 
cluding Methodist Bishop Abe, Baptists, 
and Presbyterians, some of them as offi- 
cial representatives of the National 
Christian Council, visited the Kashi- 
wara Shrine to bow in company with 
perhaps 36,000 of their non-Christian 
compatriots. 

Despite all this compliance, govern- 
ment suspicion, together with espionage, 
intimidation, arrest, and torture, con- 
tinues, directed to one end, which is ai 
ever increasing control that expects tu 
bend the whole Church to its will. /s 
one informed observer said, “Had all 
Christians refused to do obeisance the 
government would have seen that they 
were standing on Christian principle. 
Now it believes that most Christian 
missions are the agencies of foreign 
governments and that native Christians 
who decline to do obeisance are disloyal 
Japanese subjects.” 


Caught in the Japanese Spider Web 


The situation is pathetic. Indeed it 
would seem that Christians in the Em- 
pire love their chains, for many hail 
the Religious Organizations Law which 
went into effect in Japan proper April 
1, 1940, as a distinct gain for Christian- 
ity, in that for the first time in history 
Christianity is recognized as one of the 
religions of Japan. The government, 
however, expects that all who register 
under that law will not only do obei- 
sance but will also submit entirely to 
governmental control. 

Indeed the leaders of the churches in 
Japan seem willingly to have fallen in 
with the government’s “suggestion” that 
they form one Church of Japan. After 
many preliminary meetings, on October 
17 the framework for such a church was 
set up, and it is reported that forty- 
seven denominations and other Chris- 
tian organizations have agreed to join 
it, even before a creed has been adopted ! 
Surely, as even the magazine Time says, 
Japanese Christians are following the 
“easy” way of appeasement and show 
little inclination toward martyrdom. 
Yet to follow the path they have entered 
means the end of organized Christian- 
ity in Japan in everything but name. 

Thus for the present at least religious 
liberty in Japan is a thing of the past; 
and the churches, officially, are willing, 
apparently even anxious, te have it so. 

But thank God that is not the whole 
story. There is a remnant left to God. 
In Japan, in Formosa, in Manchukuo, in 
Korea, this is true. Some of these have 
suffered, are now suffering as much as 
any of the martyrs of old. They feel 
deserted, and have been deserted by al- 
most all to whom they had a right to 
look for Support. Yet not by God. To 
him their anguished cry goes up, “O 
Lord, how long!” 

(To be continued) 
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churia.—(1) Miss Gibbs tells of 

Christmas a year ago in Szepingkai. 
“It was Christmas eve and we were 
enjoying Christmas carols as we sat in 
the living room. A rap on the door and 
we hastened to open it. There on the 
doorstep stood a group of happy Chi- 
nese children, singing sweetly in the 
flickering light of a paper lantern, in 
the safe care of a Bible woman. ‘Come 
in,’ we said and twenty well-padded, 
smiling, black-eyed children soon made 
the house echo with their song. They 
could not stay long, the hour was late. 
They had been a busy group that night. 
A great many Chinese homes had al- 
ready enjoyed their songs with their 
wondrous message of the Saviour’s 
birth.” 

(2) “Was allowed to enter one of the 
government-controlled opium houses on 
the East Side of Szepingkai. Within, the 
small cubicles on either side of a long 
corridor were filled with men smoking, 
most of them wealthy. The waiters were 
friendly and urged the smokers to listen 
to.me and hear good news cheap. I 
preached, distributed tracts, and sold 
Scripture portions. Many who listened 
expressed surprise that a Christian 
would come to such a place and said, 
‘How is it that you can enter this sea 
of sin?’ When I explained that Jesus 
came to save sinners they said, ‘But can 
he receive such as we?’ I assured them 
that he could. Sold more than 200 por- 
tions.” 


G oie of Missions in Man- 


The Moravian Church in Jamaica has 
53 schools with 11,000 children enrolled. 
Its training college for teachers at Beth- 
lehem enrolls fifty students and exerts 
a marked influence on the educational 
work of the island. Moravian congre- 
gations are, for the most part, made up 
of members living on less than an acre 
of land and earning less that $50 a year 
for the family. Yet according .to the 
Moravian Missionary the work is nearly 
self-supporting. Most of the 35 churches 
are imposing and comfortable places of 
worship and some are quite large. Thus, 
that at Fairfield seats a thousand and is 
filled for many services. Those at Car- 
mel and Springfield seat 900 each. 


Missions is the missionary organ of 
Northern Baptists. On its cover for the 
September number is a full-page por- 
trait of Professor Albert Einstein, the 
well-known Jewish refugee and mathe- 
matician. This follows the precedent 
set by Dr. Fosdick who had Einstein cut 


in stone with the saints and apostles 
over the entrance to his church. 

What has Professor Einstein to do with 
missions? Nothing at all. He no doubt 
thinks of them with contemptuous in- 
difference. For, on his own recent con- 
fession, he is an outright atheist. Thus: 

“In their struggle for the ethical good, 
teachers of religion must have the stat- 
ure to give up the doctrine of a personal 
God,” and so on in the same vein. 

In the same number of Missions is a 
review of “Portestantism’s Challenge,” 
by Conrad H. Moehlman of Rochester 
Divinity School. It is a not unfriendly 
review. It speaks kindly of Dr. Moehl- 
man’s scholarship; also of his appeal to 





Among Students 


Bulletins of the Intervarsity 
Christian Fellowship bring encour- 
aging reports from American 
schools, “The group at Johns 
Hopkins has been meeting just be- 
fore supper on Monday evenings for 
an hour of Bible study, usually led 
by a young Christian doctor in 
Baltimore. . . . At Albany State 
Teacher’s College there is a meeting 
every Sunday afternoon for Bible 
study. ... At Swarthmore the Fel- 
lowship has received recognition 
from the Dean and a Bible seminar 
is held every other week. At Drexel 
Institute there has been a weekly 
Bible study hour on Friday after- 
noons.... Dr. Wilbur Smith has 
been giving a series of lectures on 
“The Supernaturalness of Christ’ to 
about 125 students in the University 
of Michigan. In Michigan colleges 
there is an average of 25 who meet 
daily for prayer and almost 100 in 
weekly Bible study.” 














Protestantism “to shape the teachings of 
Jesus into a program of Christian ac- 
tion.” This book, Mr. Lyttle of the 
Meadville Unitarian Theological School 
tells us, abandons the creeds, the earliest 
versions of the trial and crucifixion of 
Jesus, the meaning of the Cross, the 
symbols, doctrines, and sacraments of the 
Christian Church, as unapostolic. “The 
historical attitude, as interpreted by Dr. 
Moehlman, discards so many venerable 
doctrines (for example, the Virgin Birth, 


Baptism, the Eucharist, the Apostles 
Creed) that even Acontius, Socinus, Gro- 
tius, anc Locke, who long ago pleaded 
for a bare minimum of doctrinal require- 
ments for Christian membership and 
unity, would stand aghast.” 


“Night Over Europe.”—Thik is the 
heading the President of the Rockefeller 
Foundation uses for his review of ttke 
international situation in 1939. “The 
University of Warsaw,” he says,. “has 
ceased to exist. . . . The entire Polish 
faculty of the University of Cracow is, 
according to reliable reports, in a con- 
centration camp. Scarcely a year ago 
the Moors, entrenched in the ruined 
University of Madrid, used the books 
from the university library as defenses 
in their rifle pits. The University of 
Prague has been shut by the German 
government ... more than half the uni- 
versities of Germany are closed .. . the 
night in Europe cannot be long con- 
tinued without the sacrifice of cultural 
values on so vast a scale that the chance 
of an enlightened and ‘gracious life, not 
alone for this generation in Europe, but 
for the children and grandchildren of 
this generation, will be irretrievably lost. 
... If, as a result of this present cata- 
clysm on the other side of the Atlantic, 
Europe freezes into an Arctic night, we 
shall not easily keep the fires lit in the 
universities and laboratories of Amer- 
ica.” 


Hebrew Christian workers are listed 
by Mrs. Spitzer in the Hebrew Christian 
Alliance Quarterly. There are hundreds 
of such in evangelical pulpits. Dr. Iron- 
side once found a group of Mexican 
Indians who had turned to Christ and 
learned that a Hebrew Christian, Moses 
Bercovitz, had evangelized them. Mr. 
Bercovitz, after a long life of Christian 
service in and about Los Angeles, had 
gone to this little Mexican village to 
finish his life in peace. But he con- 
tinued his preaching and this church 
was the result. His two sons, Nathaniel 
and Zacharias, are able medical mission- 
aries in China, and his sister is wife 
of an evangelical Jewish minister in 
Winnipeg. Mr. Ginsberg of Brazil and 
Mr. De Roos of Mexico were both mighty 
servants of Christ, as was Bishop Scher- 
eshevsky of China. Mrs. Spitzer also 
mentions Mr. J. L., a Jewish Christian 
medical missionary since 1917 in one of 
the hardest districts of the Belgian 
Congo, and a brilliant Jewish woman 
who, persecuted at home for her Chris- 
tian faith, attended Bible school in the 
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evenings, while working in the daytime, 
and is now an able and useful mission- 
ary in China. There are also a Jewess 
who has for twenty years worked among 
the colored folk of the South, and two 
Hebrew Christians who have chosen as 
their vocation the difficult task of bring- 
ing the message to isolated mountain 
communities in our Applachian area, 


Regarding Heretics—The Sentinel of 
Montreal makes two important quota- 
tions from Roman Catholic sources 
which Americans should file for future 
reference. The first is from “Aquinas 
Ethicus,” by the Jesuit father, Joseph 
Rickaby (pp. 323-33): 

“Are heretics to be tolerated? With 
regard to heretics two elements are to 
be considered, one element on their side 
and the other on the part of the church. 


, On their side is the sin whereby they 


have deserved, not only to be separated 
from the church by excommunication, 
but also to be banished from the world 
by death. 

“For it is a much heavier offense to 
corrupt the faith whereby the life of 
the soul is sustained, than to tamper 
with the coinage, which is an aid to 
temporal life. Hence, if coiners or other 


malefactors are at once handed over by’ 
“ secular princes to a just death, much 


more may heretics, immediately they 
are convicted of heresy, be not only ex- 
communicated, but justly done to death.” 
. And who are these heretics? “Ques- 
tions and Answers on the Catholic 
Church,” by A. B. Sharp, M.A. (First 
Series, Sands and Co., p. 46), replies in 
these words: 

“Does the Roman Church designate as 
heretics all Christians who do not hold 
the doctrines of that Church? Does the 
Roman Catholic Church consider any 
or all of the following as heretics: 
Whitefield, Wesley, Livingstone, Milton, 
Bunyan, Penn, Fox, Chalmers, Moody, 
Dr. Horton? Are the whole of the clergy 
and members of the Anglican Church 
—or any other church, e. g., the Wes- 
leyan — considered heretics by the Ro- 
man Church? 

“Answer: Yes, every one of them. 
A heretic means one who chooses his 
own belief without regard to the author- 
ity of the church. Therefore, on the one 
hand, nobody who is not a Christian can 
be a heretic, since for the heathen the 
church can have no authority, and on 
the other hand all Christians who re- 
ject the teaching of the Catholic Church 
are heretics.” 


Do the Jesuits Honestly Mean This?— 
Yes, they do. The Churchman’s Maga- 
zine says of the present situation in 
Spain: 

Of the 147 Protestant places of wor- 
ship all but thirty-three have been 
closed, while the persecution of Protes- 
tants is worse than at any time since 
the Inquisition. A large number are in 
prison, many have been shot, and many 
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others have had to flee the country. It 
is not only difficult for a Protestant to 
obtain employment, but he is further 
ineligible for government relief, so that 
many are starving. . . . Bonfires are 
being made of Bibles in the villages and 
the government has confiscated all that 
they could from the bookshops and 
turned them into paper-pulp. All Prot- 
estant day schools are closed and no 
Sunday schools are allowed. In some 
districts Protestants have been forced to 
attend Mass at the pistol point and dare 
not meet together. Those gathering in 
hidden rooms keep windows shut and 
dare not sing hymns. 

John McGovern, an Irish Catholic 
Labor Member of Parliament from Glas- 
gow, has published a pamphlet, “Why 
the Bishops Backed Franco.” He tells 
of the huge and conscienceless business 
operations of the Roman Church in 
Spain. It owned banks, railroads, sub- 





A Challenge to 


Laymen 


R. G. Le Tourneau is head of the 
Gideons and in his presidential 
address he calls on the laymen to 
take up evangelism, “‘As in selling 
machinery we have to demonstrate 
to the contractors that it will do the 
job: so in order to get the Gospel 
over to this unbelieving world we 
laymen are going to have to be 
demonstrators both by our lives and 
by our lips... .. One of the encour- 
aging signs on the horizon today is 
that God is calling businessmen to 
witness to the power of the Gospel. 
. +.» The first thing we must give... 
is the Bible which is the backbone 
of our civilization, . . . The need of 
the nations is a biitzkrieg of the 
Bible.... I am traveling the United 
States and Canada every week end 
and several nights during the week, 
trying to give out this message, and 
I would like to meet you Gideons 
and find you on the firing line.” 














ways, “and all the slum property in 
Barcelona.” It controls telephones, the- 
aters, movies, hotels, dog-racing tracks, 
and bull rings. “Every time a bull was 
stabbed the Jesuits drew the profits.” In 
a cabaret in Sarragossa, worth some two 
million dollars, he found things which 
he could not put into print. It was 
church-owned. 


The Bunyoni Leper Colony is at the 
English State Post of Kabale in Central 
Africa, and Mrs. Kellersberger writes 
in the Congo Mission News of a visit 
there. It is on an island once famed 
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as a center of sorcery and witchcraft, 
now the home of a lovely charity. Two 
English women, one a trained nurse, 
the other a teacher, are the sole staff, 
save for a weekly visit of a doctor. 
More than 500 sufferers are grouped in 
four settlements, Samaria, Nazareth, 
Bethany, and Jericho, each on its own 
island promontory. Christian Negro 
nurses care for the untainted babies of 
leper parents. 

“As we thumbed through the thick 
guest-book containing the names of in- 
teresting visitors, one signature stood 
out with startling clearness, that of Al- 
bert of Belgium, 1932. The great king 
had come incognito to visit the lepers 
and not until his departure did he rc. 
veal his identity by writing his name.” 


A note from Pastor D’Anjou of Fonte- 
nelle, Quebec, informs me that he is at 
present sick in bed and unable imme- 
diately to acknowledge the kind con- 
tributions to his need. “Tell them that 
they show in their lives the word of 
Paul, ‘Whether one member suffer, all 
the members suffer with it.’ Tell them 
what comfort it has brought me to know 
that I am not alone in the terrible storm. 
There are still true Christians who truly 
love Christ and who understand that 
only the preaching of the Gospel will 
give the world again justice and peace. 
For them the sky is ever filled with the 
wonderful song, Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.” 

Pastor D’Anjou also says that Quebec 
now offers “an immense and splendid 
field for evangelism. There are many 
and sure opportunities for spreading the 
Gospel.” 


“Rest Homes for Tired Workers of the 
Cross.”—The story is told in the Alliance 
Weekly by their founder, Mrs. J. E. 
Suppes of Glendale, Calif. Mrs. Suppes 
was in early life a really devout Catho- 
lic, convent-trained, who as a young 
married woman was so insulted in the 
confessional that she never darkened the 
door of a Roman Catholic church again. 
Yet she wished to have her boys bap- 
tized as Catholics. But a chance copy 
of Father Chiniquy’s “Fifty Years in the 
Church of Rome” opened her eyes to 
salvation by grace through the death of 
Christ. 

Loss of her now dead husband’s in- 
vestments obliged her to undertake the 
management of a fifty-room house in 
Los Angeles. This she carried on for 
eight years, turning it into a home for 
working women. It was hard labor, with 
forty or fifty women constantly under 
her care and often without work. “I 
could not turn them out as I was inter- 
ested in-their souls; so, month after 
month, when bills were paid, there was 
nothing left for my labor. . .. I was 
surrounded by much sorrow with the 
troubles of the girls, but through it all 
I grew so strong spiritually and such 
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abounding health was flowing through 
me continually, that I was able to be a 
blessing to many and a channel for the 
Holy Spirit.” 

For some time she felt called to open 
a rest home for missionaries and asked 
the Lord for $50,000 to that end. She 
sold out her business and started such 
a home in Los Angeles. For five years 
she continued to pray for the money 
and at last it came through an oil well 
on a piece of unimproved land she 
owned. The company was on the verge 
of abandoning it “but I knew they could 
not quit, for God was back of the thing. 
. . « One day the startling news came 
that a gusher of 5,000 barrels a day had 
come in. I soon had my fifty thou- 
sand dollars and at once the oil well 
sanded in. When the company cleaned 
it out no more oil came forth, only salty 
water.” 

High powered salesmen crowded her 
door to entice her into investments, but 
she told them all that the money was 
the Lord’s. “The result is that we have 
thirty furnished cottages where mission- 
aries with their little families may come 
and rest, while home on furlough, with 
reasonable rents.” These cottages are 
deeded to the Christian Alliance, but 
still superintended by Mrs. Suppes. Now 
she is praying for a home for retired and 
sick missionaries. 

This has not always been smooth sail- 
ing. “Satan has blocked my way con- 
tinually. I had to roll up my sleeves 
and go to work with a brave heart, 
while I prayed that God would not fail 
me.” The colony is now debt-free, with 
some seventy-five Christian workers 
resting here, coming and going all the 
time. “The Lord continues to give me a 
new lease of life so that I am able to 
carry on as I did twenty years ago.” 


Catholic Missions—Now and then the 
curtain is lifted and one gets a glimpse 
of clerical intrigues that are taking 
place on mission fields. Such an ex- 
posure occurs in the China Weekly Re- 
view of April 15, 1939, and has to do 
with the (Spanish) Augustinian Cath- 
olic Mission in Shanghai. The China 
Realty Company is an American con- 
cern which loaned $700,000 to the mis- 
sion, taking as security a mortgage on 
certain waterfront property in Shang- 
hai owned by it. This “Augustinian 
Procuration” is one of the largest owners 
of real estate in and about the Shang- 
hai settlements. “The value of their 
property, the nucleus of which was con- 
tributed by Spanish peasants many 
decades ago, is now said to exceed $10,- 
000,000, even at present depression 
prices.” 


The Augustinians organized the China 
Motion Picture Finance Corporation and 
attempted to transfer to it the mortgage 
held by the China Realty Company. The 
company refused to recognize this deal 
on the ground that the motion picture 
enterprise had no assets, and, as neither 
interest nor any part of the capital 
was repaid, brought suit against the 
mission. The Company was awarded 
damages amounting to $900,000. 

To escape the execution of this judg- 
ment the mission transferred its prop- 
erty to men of Italian nationality and 
insisted that General Franco had as- 
sented to this deal. (Spaniards have no 
extraterritorial rights in China. This 
transfer put the property under the 
protection of Mussolini’s government.) 
“It was rumored here, as well as in 
Manila, where the Augustinians also 
own vast tracts of real estate, that this 
Catholic Order was one of the chief 


financial backers of General Franco in ° 


his rebellion against the Spanish gov- 
ernment.” During the recent civil war 
in Spain boxes were seen in Spanish 
churches with placards asking people 
to contribute coins to aid Spanish mis- 
sions in China. This.-would seem to 
have been a roundabout way of buying 
bombs to destroy Spanish homes. 


The United Jail Workers’ Association 
of Los Angeles is led by Chaplain Ira 
King (Hall of Justice, Los Angeles), 
and ministers to the more than one hun- 
dred thousand who pass through the 
city and county jails of Los Angeles 
yearly. Of these, 8,000 are women and 
girls. Every Sunday the Gospel is 
preached and sung within the hearing of 
all these prisoners. Over 600 volun- 
teer Christian workers engage in this 
evangelization in the eleven jails and 
eight road camps, at Castiac honor farm, 
and the women’s state prison at Teha- 
chapi. Hundreds of Gospels, Testa- 
ments, and Bibles are given the men 
and women prisoners at the close of 
the Sunday services. 

Japanese preachers preach to Japanese 
prisoners, Chinese to Chinese, Mexican 
to Mexicans. Many ex-prisoners of 
alien birth have returned to their own 
lands and are there evangelizing. 

In 1939, 8,981 men and women pro- 
fessed conversion. The Association has 
a commissary which provides food and 
clothing for needy families of prisoners 
and seeks to help the more than 600 
girls released each month with cloth- 
ing, work, and temporary support. 
There are but six paid workers in this 
entire great enterprise, and one of these 
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is Mrs. Josephine Wang, whose remark- 
able Bible study courses are now be- 
coming nation-wide. 

No. 13927, one of these prisoners some 
years ago, is now the pastor of the 
Rolle St. Community Church, Los An- 
geles. At the age of sixteen he learned 
the art of pocket-picking, and later was 
a gambler and drunkard for many years. 
Then he cried to God for redemption 
and was heard. 

This work is hardly more than four- 
teen years old! 


Fred G. Lasse of the Belgian Congo 
writes that pygmies near Maitulu have 
done what no group of pygmies have 
probably ever done before,—of their 
own volition built a chapel in which to 


-worship God. ... “Seventy of the little 


folk were awaiting us, men, women, and 
many children. We _ stayed several 
hours, speaking to them by interpreta- 
tion. They watched our every action 
and seemed like deer poised and ready 
to leap away. Were it not that their 
interpreters knew and trusted us, not 
one of these timid little dwarfs would 
have remained in sight.” 


Mr. Cronhielm, writing in China’s 
Millions of Tibet, says that Tibetans are 
interested in religious things above 
everything else. Within the monasteries 
are those who, finding no rest of heart 
in the ceremonies of Lamaism, really 
long for something better. But their 
land is the last great stronghold of 
Satan. The powers of evil are worshiped 
by people who know what they are do- 
ing, who openly declare that the idol 
they bow to is only a representation of 
a far more terrible demon. As Paul 
wrote in 1 Corinthians 10:20, “The 
things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they 
sacrifice to devils.” 


The Twelfth Annual Bible Institute of 
Cuba has held its convention, — five 
days of spiritual instruction. Many 
Cuban attendants left their farms and 
spent money, saved perhaps over the 
whole year, to be present. Henry 
Grube, evangelist from Alabama, J. M. 
Murray from the Prairie Bible Insti- 
tute, Alberta, Canada, and Mr. Hollifield 
of the Fort Wayne Gospel Temple were 
the instructors. One result of the con- 
ference was the signing up of fifty-four 
young Cubans fo enter the Bible Institute 
for the first time next year. Many of the 
attendants slept on bundles of dried 
banana leaves and otherwise accommo- 
dations were primitive enough, but “the 
Lord owned the message in the salvation 
of souls.” 


The Nazi government is taking all 
Jewish doctors out of concentration 
camps and hurrying them to the front 
to care for German wounded. It is also 
mobilizing all Jewish physicians living 
in Czechoslovakia and Poland for the 


same purpose, 











er 


ee 








1941 


nark- 
vy be- 


some 
f the 
| An- 
arned 
> was 
years. 
ption 


four- 


ongo 
have 
have 
their 
ch to 
little 
, and 
veral 
reta- 
ction 
eady 
their 
. not 
rould 


jina’s 
s are 
bove 
eries 
reart 
eally 
their 
1 of 
iiped 
» do- 
idol 
n of 
Paul 
‘The 
they 


te of 
- five 
[any 
and 
the 
enry 
nsti- 
field 
vere 
con- 
four 
itute 
' the 
ried 
mo- 
“the 
tion 


all 
tion 
ront 
also 
ving 
the 


Lesson for January 26 








THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES “99 








LESSON 4. JANUARY 26. CHRIST'S CONCERN FOR THE LOST 


| International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 15; printed text, Luke 15: 1-10 
Golden Text.—The Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.—Luke 19: 10 

















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is Luke 15:1-10 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Luke 15:1 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and 
sinners for to hear him. 

2 And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This man 
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. 

3 And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 

4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose one 
of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, 
and go after that which is*lost, until he find it? 

5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, 
rejoicing. , 

6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his friends 
and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me: for I have 
found my sheep which was lost. 

7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just 
persons, which need no repentance. 

8 Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she lose 
one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the house, and 
seek diligently till she find it? 

9 And when she hath found it, she calleth, her friends 
and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for I 
have found the piece which I had lost. 

10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of 


the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. 


AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 


Luke 15:1 Now all the 'publicans and sinners were drawing 
near unto him to hear him. 2 And both the Pharisees and the 
scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sinners, and eateth 
with them. 

3 And he spake unto them this parable, saying, 4 What man 
of you, having a hundred sheep, and having lost one of them, 
doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness, and go 
after that which is lost, until he find it? 5 And when he hath 
found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when 
he cometh home, he calleth together his friends and his neigh- 
bors, saying unto them, Rejoice with me, for I have found my 
sheep which was lost. 7 I say unto you, that even so there shall 
be joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over 
ninety and nine righteous persons, who need no repentance. 

8 Or what woman having ten *pieces of silver, if she lose one 
piece, doth not light a lamp, and sweep the house, and seek dili- 
gently until she find it? 9 And when she hath found it, she 
calleth together her friends and neighbors, saying, Rejoice with 
me, for I have found the piece which I had lost. 10 Even so, 
I say unto you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth. 


1That is, collectors or renters of Roman taxes. *%Gr., 
drachma, a coin worth about eight pence, or sixteen cents. 
The American Standard Version, and the International Uniform 
Sunday School Lesson Outlines, are copyrighted by the Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education and used by permission. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 
Pastor of the Moody Memorial Church, Chicago 


Approach to the Lesson 


Tes 14th, 15th, and 16th chapters of 
Luke are arranged in a most inter- 
esting moral order. It might be 
said that in chapter 14 we have the Gos- 
pel feast. Chapter 15 shows us the kind 
of guests who. partake of it, and in chap- 
ter 16 we have the fate of those who 
ignore the gracious invitation. Strictly 
speaking, there is but one parable in 
three sections in chapter 15. It sets 
forth the interest taken by the entire 
Trinity of the Godhead in the salvation 
of lost sinners. In that section dealing 
with the lost sheep we see the Son of 
God, the Good Shepherd, seeking the 
wandering one. The second part por- 
trays the work of the Holy Spirit, in 
the church of God, illuminating the 
darkness and bringing to light the lost 
piece of silver. The third section gives 
us the Father’s welcome to the return- 
ing prodigal. This part of the parable, 
however, has been made a separate les- 
son in this series, to be taken up later 
on, so we pass it by at present, giving 
our special attention to the lost sheep 
and the lost coin. 

It is objected sometimes that Luke 15 
cannot be the Gospel because no men- 
tion is made of atonement. But we need 
to remember that every phase of the 
Evangel is not set forth in any one por- 
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tion of Scripture. What is emphasized 
here is man’s lost, helpless condition, 
and the energy. of the Godhead in seek- 


ing to save. Other Scriptures show us- 


that only through the work of redemp- 
tion (Rom. 3:24) wrought out on the 
cross could God “be just, and the jus- 
tifier of him which believeth in Jesus” 
(Rom. 3:26). On the basis of this work 
he is ever seeking to save the lost. 


The Historical Setting 


The Lord Jesus was still in the same 
place as in chapter 14, when the events 
of this’ chapter took place. Certain 
scribes and Pharisees objected to his 
eating with those openly recognized as 
sinners, and this drew from the Lord 
the parable which made clear his atti- 
tude toward such. 


Verse by Verse 


Luke 15:1.—*Then drew near unto him 
all the publicans and sinners.” Encour- 
aged, doubtless, by the instruction based 
upon the parable of the great supper, 
these outcasts of society felt that there 
would be a welcome for them and so 
dared to draw near to Jesus. 

Verse 2.—“This man receiveth sinners.” 
To the haughty, self-righteous leaders 
in Israel, this was one of the worst 
charges that could be brought against 
Jesus, but we can rejoice that it is 
blessedly true. He does receive sinners. 
He came from Heaven for that very pur- 
pose. 


Verse 3—“This parable.” Note that it 


is one parable in three parts, all de- 
signed to show God’s interest in sinners, 
and to justify the attitude Jesus himself 
has taken, and to which the Pharisees 
and scribes objected. 


Verse 4—“Doth not leave the ninety 
and nine in the wilderness.” Sankey’s 
beautiful hymn says they “safely lay 
in the shelter of the fold.” But that is 
to miss the true meaning. The ninety 
and nine are those who do not realize . 
their need. The lost sheep is the sin- 
ner who acknowledges his lost condition 
(Luke 19:10). 


Verse 5.—‘He layeth it on his shoul- 
ders.” The shepherd not only seeks the 
lost, but carries it home. It is not here 
a question of the saved one following 
Jesus, which is another phase of truth 
altogether, as in Luke 9:23, 24, but what 
is pictured here is the security of the 
one who has been found by the Good 
Shepherd. 


Verse 6.—“‘Rejoice with me; for I have 
found my sheep which was lost.” 
Nothing can exceed the Saviour’s joy 
when he saves a poor, needy sinner 
(Heb. 12:2). It was for this he went 
to the cross, that he might deliver those 
who had wandered so far from God they 
could never find their way back. 


Verse 7.—“Likewise joy shall be in 
heaven.” All saints in Heaven rejoice 
with Him when another soul is saved. 
Notice that here the emphasis is laid 
upon “One sinner that repenteth.” No 
one is found by the Good Shepherd who 
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is not personally repentant and longing 
for deliverance. This is in vivid contrast 
to the self-complacency of those who 
take the place of “just persons, which 
need no repentance.” Actually, there 
are none who do not need to repent 
(Acts 17:30; Luke 13:5), but the self- 
righteous imagine themselves to be fit 
for God as they are. 


Verse 8.—“Light a candle, and sweep 
. and seek diligently.” In these ac- 
tions of the anxious woman who has lost 
one of her treasured coins, we see the 
work of the Holy Spirit portrayed. He 
it is who enlightens the darkness and 
works energetically to bring back that 
which is as dead to God as the piece 
of silver. 


Verse 9.—“I have found the piece 
which I had lost.” All belonged to God 
by creation. He lost them because of 
their own willfullness. He rejoices when 
they are found again through the Spirit's 
working. 


Verse 10.—“Joy in the presence of the 
angels of God.” Observe, it does not 
say, as we often hear it misquoted, that 
there is joy among the angels. This is 
undoubtedly true, for angels share the 
joy of their Lord. But Jesus speaks of 
joy in the presence of the angels. Re- 
deemed sinners are in glory, in the pres- 
ence of the angels. And these rejoice 
when a sinner repents. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Heart of the Lesson today is 
really the opening up of the heart of 
God. His love goes out to all who have 
wandered into paths of sin. He is ever 
reaching out toward them and seeking 
to save them (2 Pet. 3:9). It was to 
save sinners that Christ came from the 
glory of the Father’s house to the cross 
of shame (1 Tim. 1:15). For this pur- 

, pose the Holy Spirit has come into the 
world (John 16:7, 8). Each person of 
the Trinity is eager, anxious to see the 
first sign of repentance and to receive 
the brokenhearted one to himself. All 
Heaven rejoices when sinners’ are 
brought to acknowledge their guilt and 
to trust the One who came to seek and 
to save that which was lost. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Two Sides of the Truth. While one 
Scripture emphasizes God’s sovereignty, 
another deals specially with man’s re- 
sponsibility. Both are important and 
neither should be ignored. It is the 
sheep who wanders and the Shepherd 
who seeks. The coin is lost and the 
woman with the light and the broom 
searches for it. But the sinner repents 
and this is always true when a soul is 
saved. There is no contradiction be- 
tween the Gospel of grace and the call 
to repent. 


The Seeking Saviour. A little boy, who 
had trusted Christ, was askea on one 
occasion, “My boy, have you found 
Jesus?” He looked up in astonishment 
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The complete list of International Uniform 

Lessons for the year may be had from The 

Sunday School Times Company, 325 North 

Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


4. (17) January 26.—Christ’s Concern for 
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cohol. Habakkuk 2:15; Genesis 4: 
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tude toward Possessions ........Luke 16 
7. (20) February 16.—Jesus Teaches For- 
° giveness and Gratitude ........ Luke 17 
8. (21) February 23.—Jesus Calls to 
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9. (22) March 2.—The Authority of 
BE nc sd énecexcenee San Luke 19:1 to 20:8 


10. (23) March 9.—Christ Rejected. 
Luke 20:9 to 21:38 
11. (24) March 16.—The Lord’s Supper. 


’ Luke 22:1-38 
12. (25) March 23.—Jesus Condemned and 
eee rr Luke 22:39 to 23:56 








and exclaimed, “Why, sir, I did not 
know he was lost; but I was, and He 
found me.” This is the truth set forth 
in the story of the lost sheep and the 
seeking shepherd, who did not give up 
until he had found the wanderer. 


Theology and the Parable. We need 
to be careful not to try to work some 
theological theory into this great par- 
able. Our Lord was not discussing the 
precious truth of the eternal security 
of the believer or the redemptive work 
of the cross, on this occasion. He was 
illustrating in the simplest manner the 
concern of God for the lost, in answer 
to the Pharisees’ contemptuous objection 
to his receiving sinners and eating with 
them. 


A Lesson Outline 
Tue SHEPHERD AND THE SHEEP 


All are sheep who have sirayed (Isa. 
53:6) 

The Good Shepherd seeks the lost (Ezek. 
34:11, 12) 

A man is better than a sheep (Matt. 12: 
12) 

The shepherd went down to death for 
the sheep (John 10:11) 

He feeds his flock as a shepherd (Isa. 
40:11) 

He supplies every need of his sheep (Psa. 
23) 

The sheep who are saved are under his 
care (1 Pet. 2:25) 


They are his forever (John 10:25-30) 


Applications and Summaries’. 


Jesus came not to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance (Luke 5:32). 
Actually there are none righteous (Rom. 
3:10). But he takes men up according 
to their estimate of themselves. 


It is said that a wandering sheep will 
never find its way back unaided. But 
the true shepherd is ever on the alert 
to seek them out and bring them home. 
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Dr. W. P. Mackay said that if it had 
been a snowy day when the sheep wan- 
dered away, there would have been four 
footprints all the way out and only two 
on the way back. The sheep was safe 
on the shepherd’s shoulders. 


The self-righteous man, who fancies 
he has earned title to Heaven by his 
own meritoricus behavior, can never 
understand the grace of God which he 
offers to the utterly undeserving, who 
have no goodness to plead and who own 
they deserve nothing but judgment. 


The silver coins bore the image and 
superscription of the ruler of the coun- 
try which issued them. So man was 
created in the image and likeness of God, 
but that image has become sadly de- 
faced by sin and he has been lost in the 
darkness. 


The Spirit of God uses the Word, 
which is likened to a lamp, in order to 
enlighten the darkness and recover the 
lost. 


Man, left to himself, would never seek 
after God (Rom. 3:11). But God is ever 
seeking after lost men, and it is the 
working of his Spirit which brings them 
to repentance. 


I once heard Sam Hadley, the one- 
time superintendent of the Water Street 
Mission, New York,. say, “Some of you 
have been telling how you found Jesus. 
I have no such story to tell. I was a 
poor drunkard, utterly down and out. 
I was not looking for Christ at all, but — 


Jesus sought me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God. 

He, to rescue me from danger, 
Interposed his precious blood. 


CHICAGO. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three member§ of The Sun- 
day School Times staff, — Dr. Ironside, Mrs. 
Low, and Mrs. Borchardt. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to differ- 
ent members of your class, letting them 
see whether they can discover the answers 
as given on a later page of this issue? 


HAT was the occasion that led the 
Lord Jesus to give this parable? 


2. Are there any just persons who 
need no repentance? 


3. Who were meant by the “just persons, 
which need no repentance’? 


4. Who are the only people who can be 
saved? 


5. Where else in the Bible are sinful men 
likened to lost sheep? 


6. What Oriental custom may be referred 
to in the story of the lost piece of silver? 


7. Is it a Christian’s duty or privilege to 
rejoice with those that rejoice? 


8. Why does Christ seek lost ones? 

9. When he was on earth, how did Christ 
seek an entrance into human hearts? 

10. How can you help lost associates to 
know of Christ’s concern for them? 





Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are 
given on page 34 of this issue. 
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Lesson for January 26 


The Busy Men's Corner 


By William H. Ridgway 


“Until He Find It.”—Go after that 
which is lost, until he find it (Luke 15: 
4). Note, “Until he find it.” Our Lord 
has made a very significant statement 
in his Gospel. Here it is, and take a 
good long look at it that it may get into 
your system and become a part of you. 
“And Jesus said unto him, No man, 
having put his hand to the plough, and 
looking back [‘letting go’], is fit for the 
kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62; Heb. 6: 
4-6). 

This Corner never tires calling atten- 
tion to the fact that neither Heaven up 
there, and Earth down here, has any 
use for a quitter. In fact, we owe all 
our great advance in material things in 
science and medicine to men who re- 
fused to be discouraged and quit. 

The Twelve learned the lesson from 
the Master. They never cried, “Oh, 
what’s the use!” and let go. Paul caught 
the same spirit and only let go-when the 
Roman ax chopped off his head. 

We often wonder why the good use- 
ful citizen is taken and another we could 
well spare is left. Our Lord is not 
willing that any should perish. So the 
Good Shepherd kept right after Jerry 
McAuley, Mel Trotter, Tom Noonan, 
Bily Sunday (and maybe you and me!) 
in this day and generation. In the days 
long ago there were Augustine, St. 
Francis, John Bunyan, and many an- 
other. (What the world would have 
missed had our Lord not been a seeker 
“until he find it.”) Ezekiel 18:23; 2 
Peter 3:9. 


“Junk.”—Seek diligently till she find it 
(v. 8). Here is the same idea of the 
former paragraph, but it is “money” this 
time instead of “sheep.” The other day 
I took some money out of my purse to 
make a gift to a solicitor for a colored 
church. It was a note. In handling my 
purse a little carelessly a thin dime slip- 
ped out and went rolling away. I spent 
the value of my time equal to my note 
in searching “diligently” for the dime 
—and I didn’t find it. 

Of course, I know all about the value 
of the coin to an Oriental woman, but 
this parable stamps the story as human 
and natural. “We all do it!” 

“Diligent” — prosecuted with careful 
attention, says the dictionary. There 
are always many seekers, but diligent 
ones are not so plentiful. There is much 
praying (seeking the Lord), but how 
much of it is the Scriptural, diligent 
sort? Pray-without-ceasing sort? (Luke 
18:1; 1 Thess. 5:17.) 

We are in little Menlo Park, N. J. It 
is midnight. The village is asleep, with 
all lights out. All except one. Let’s 
sneak up and peep in the window. One 
man working away. He has not been 
out of his clothes for a week. His neigh- 
bors call him, “Tom Edison.” He seeks 
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“diligently” for a filament to put in a 
bottle to glow with electricity and make 
a light. -Well, he found it! 


And by the way, speaking of the great 
Edison, when you go to Detroit, run out 
to Dearborn and see Mr. Henry Ford’s 
show. You will see much Edisonia. 

Mr. Ford went to Menlo Park and se- 
cured Edison’s scrap pile and has it all 
preserved. “Huh!” said the man, “think 
of buying old broken glass and metal, 
and ail that worthless stuff!” “Yes,” I 
replied, “and suppose you owned one of 
Raphael’s broken palettes or worn out 
brushes; suppose you owned Michelan- 
gelo’s broken chisels; Leonardo’s cracked 
hammer; Queen Elizabeth’s broken knit- 
ting needle; Washington’s worn out goose 
quills (pens); Lincoln’s bladeless bar- 
low” (a one-bladed jackknife). 


Say, boy! if you had some of these 
things you could get a price for them 
that would move you right up on Easy 
Street for life—and if you had all of 
them you might step into the million- 
aire class! 

When Edison shall have become a 
legend, like those just named, that 
“junk” and “rubbish” to the last item 
will be priceless. 
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Here is the moral for you to work out 
and apply. Broken and discarded men 
and women, through the care of our 
Lord, can become Heaven’s priceless ex- 
hibit. 


Fisherman’s Joy (“Luck !”).—There is 
joy ... over one sinner that repenteth 
(v. 10). It is the summer of 1939 as I 
take up this note. The newspapers and 
magazines are showing pictures of men 
rescued from sunken submarines and 
coal mines, both in this land and abroad. 
Such pictures come along in regular 
course. You will notice one striking 
thing in these many pictures, The joy 
of the saved ones, and their folks, and 
the whole crowd seems overwhelming." 

With these pictures in mind, we can 
perhaps in some small measure realize 
what this “joy” the Lord Jesus tells 
about must be like. When a sinner re- 
pents and comes to the Lord it must — 

But, say! Have you ever had much 
dealings with a real fisherman? Or are 
you a fisherman yourself? Well, then 
you will be able to understand this joy 
our Lord tells about. 

Indeed, I wonder if the Lord Jesus 
did not have this in mind when he told 
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his disciples, “Follow me, and I will 
make you fishers of men” (Matt. 4:19). 

When you hear’ anyone criticizing 
“emotional religion,” just pity the poor 
fellow. If religion were not packed full 
of emotion it would no more be religion 
than a stove would be a heater without 
any fire in it. 

In one of my books I tell how a great 
meeting of’ thousands was thrilled with 
joy, when as a result of Billy Sunday’s 
meetings, three of Denver’s leading citi- 
zens “struck the sawdust trail.” “Three 
of the biggest fish in our Colorado pud- 
dle,” said Governor William E. Sweet, 
who was superintending the meetings, in 
telling me about it. One a leading busi- 
nessman and the others two of Denver’s 
most famous doctors. If there was re- 
joicing in Denver, what must it have 
been like in Heaven! 

COATESVILLE, Pa. 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
thou hast most mercifully received us to thy- 
self through the redeeming sacrifice of thy 
dear Son. We have not followed thee with 


faithfulness. We have turned aside from thy ~ 


will, and thy way, and have wandered in 
disobedience even when we have known thy 
love. Forgive us, we pray thee. Grant that 
even as thou hast mercifully received us, we 
may also in thy namevdo all we can to bring 
others into the life that is Christ. May this 
Church of ours, this Sunday school reach out 
and gather in, and receive with an earnest 
welcome sinners who will turn to thee for 
salvation. We ask this in the name of him 
who gave himself for us that we might live. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Just suppose God 
had never had any plan for receiving 
sinners, — where would you and I have 
been today? Whenever we have a les- 
son on the prodigal son we are likely 
to think of someone who has gone far 
into sin in dreadful unspeakable ways, 
but sin is sin wherever it is found, and 
it is through the mercy of God, and his 
loving provision for our salvation that 
we who have confessed the name of the 
Lord Jesus are here now. In a certain 
church there was a great difference of 
opinion between the pastor and hi§ offi- 
cial board. He had been reaching out 
into the neighborhood to win lost sin- 
ners to Christ, and God had been bless- 
ing his efforts so much that many who 
were supposed to be down and out had 
been led to Christ, and united with his 
church. But the official board was 
against letting these “socially impos- 
sible” people join that church! Doesn’t 
that look as if there were some “prodi- 
gal sons” on that official board? May 
none of us here ever take any such atti- 
tude as that toward a repentant sinner! 
Let us repeat the Golden Text just now. 
Yes, “The Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was-_lost,” and 
may we always remember that “there 
is joy in the presence of the angels of 
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God over one sinner that repenteth.” 
There ought to be joy, great joy in any 
church or Sunday school for the same 
reason. Why not? Let us pray. 
EEKING 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 
A for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 

Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 

Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 

In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 


The Lesson for April 6, 1941 


Readers who have the lesson list for 1941 
will notice that an alternate lesson is suggested 
for April 6. The Times lesson department will 
discuss only the regular lesson for that date, 
entitled “‘Christ Promises Power” (Acts 1:1-12), 
and illustrations are desired only for that topic 
and passage. 


To Rescue Only One.—Go after that 
which is lost, until he find it (Luke 15: 
4). A traveler says: “On the Aktsch 
glacier I saw a beautiful sight, the par- 
able of our Lord reacted to the letter. 
One day we were making our way with 
ice ax and alpenstock down the glacier, 
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when we observed.-a flock of sheep fol- 
lowing their shepherd over the intricate 
windings of the crevases, and so passing 
from the pastures on the one side to the 
pastures on the other side of the glacier. 
The flock had numbered 200 all told; 
but on the way one sheep was lost. 
One of the shepherds, in his German 
patois, appealed to us if we had seen 
it. Fortunately, one of the party had 
a field glass. With its aid we discov- 
ered the lost sheep far up, amid a tangle 
‘of brushwood, on the rocky mountain- 
side. It was beautiful to see how the 
shepherd, without a word, left his 199 
sheep on the glacier waste (knowing 
that they would stand there perfectly 


- still and safe), and went clambering 


back after the lost sheep until he found 
it."—From the Sunday School Chronicle. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


No Need of Counting—My sheep 
which was lost (v. 6). There is a strange 
tribe of natives in Africa. It is said that 
they never count. They know nothing 
of arithmetic. A gentleman asked one 
of them how many sheep he had. “Don’t 
know,” replied the native. “Then how 
do you know if one or two are missing?” 
The reply was striking and beautiful. 
“Not because the number would be less, 
but because of a face that I would miss.” 
—Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


The Heavenly Joy.—I say unto you, 
that likewise joy shall be in heaven 
over one sinner that repenteth (v. 7a). 
Some years ago my husband was con- 
ducting a series of meetings in a large 
country church in Virginia. He preached 
a sermon on the Prodigal Son, and I 
never saw sO many young men accept 
the Lord in one service. They did not 
look as if they were prodigals, but fine, 
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clean young men. However, God had 
used the sermon to help them realize 
their need of a Saviour. As each one 
came ferward, his mother would give a 
little shout of joy. I had sometimes 
heard shouting before, but never shout- 
ing that seemed to well up from the 
joy in the heart of each mother over 
the son who had been lost but was found 
again. This was the only shouting that 
ever moved me to tears, and I think I 
saw that day a faint picture of the joy 
in Heaven over one sinner that repent- 
eth—A reminiscence. Sent by Mrs. S. 
J. Beeker, Newport, Ky. 


Is It Safe to Count?—More than over 
ninety and nine just persons (v. 7). 
Gypsy Smith once remarked that he 
rejoiced over figures. “I was sitting at 
a table with some preachers,” he said, 
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“and one, a Scotsman, said, ‘How did 
you get on at your meeting?’ I said, 
‘Well, so many passed through the in- 
quiry room.’ He said, ‘Is it safe to 
count?’ I said, ‘Well, they counted at 
Pentecost, and put it down at three thou- 
sand.’ He changed the subject. Later 
on the Scotsman said, ‘Are you married, 
Mr. Smith?’ I said, ‘Yes.’ ‘Any fam- 
ily?’ ‘Yes. ‘How many?’ he asked. I 
replied, ‘Is it safe to count?’” When the 
laughter had subsided the Gypsy added: 
“You count your children and the Lord 
counts His. You made enough fuss 
when your first babe was born. The 
Church doesn’t fuss half enough when 
sinners are converted.”—From Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent by Mamie D. 
Smith, Petersburg, Va. 


The Gospel Mirrors.—The Son of man 
is come to seek and to save that which 
was lost (Golden Text). A banker in 
New York had a great desire to get the 
Gospel to the soldiers at Sandy Hook, 
but was not permitted to carry the mes- 
sage to them in person. But his long- 
ing desire to help these men was not 
to be easily thwarted, so he-called on 
a firm which manufactured advertising 
novelties and had them make several 
thousand small mirrors about three 
inches in diameter. On the celluloid 
back of each of these mirrors he had 
printed the words of John 3:16. Be- 
neath the words of this inscription was 
written, “If you want to see who it is 
that God loves and for whom He gave 
His Son, look on the other side.” These 
mirrors were distributed among the sol- 
diers with the permission of the officers, 
and thus each man looking into the mir- 
ror would see the object of God’s love 
and the one whom the Saviour came to 
save.—From “The Doctor’s Best Love 
Story,” by Walter L. Wilson, M.D. Sent 
by E. Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


A Sheep Book.—The Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which 
was lost (Golden Text). A missionary 
in the mountains of Asia Minor had 
brought together a group of shepherds 
to read the Bible to them. They were 
seated around a log fire on a chill night, 
in a rude cabin. The missionary began 
reading the tenth chapter of John. As 
he went on, telling of a sheepfold, and 
sheep, and wolf, and hireling shepherd, 
and the good shepherd, an eager voice 
interrupted, “Oh, sir, is that the Gospel?” 
“Yes,” the missionary replied, “this is 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ.” “Oh,” said 
the shepherd, his face aglow with pleas- 
ure, “I didn’t know before that it was 
a sheep book.” Yes, it is a Book for 
lost sheep, and it tells of such shepherd- 
ing as only God’s great heart of love 
could plan and provide.—From editorial 
in The Sunday School Times. Sent by 
Mrs. S. Otis Roe, Lynn, Mass. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Tell me a story. 


Discussion: What is the best story you 
ever read or heard — and why do you like 
it best? 


Objective: Discovering the power of the 
cross and telling the story of it. 











AY, fellows,-when you were a little 

kid you often called for a story. 
When you were tired with play, or in 
the evening, there was nothing so com- 
forting as a story. You didn’t care 
whether they were true or not. And 
you will always love a story, especially 
one with human interest in it. Also, you 
will get a certain satisfaction, sometimes 
a thrill, in telling a story that holds 
the interested attention of others. If you 
can write a good short story you can 
get good pay for it; all the magazines 
want short stories. 

And if you but knew it, you have the 
ability to tell a story. But to make it 
graphic and compelling you must be 
thrilled through and through yourself 
by what you are telling. If you should 
see a man off shore struggling in the 
water and about to drown, and it was 
your privilege to notify the life saving 
crew near by, your telling it would not 
be a dull performance. You would liter- 
ally flame with eloquence—and you 
would get results. You would be so 
tremendously stirred by the situation 
that nobody could resist your story. You 
might stammer and use very poor Eng- 
lish, but the point of your story would 
go through like an arrow and stir your 
hearers to thinking, if not to conviction 
and action. When God made you he 
gave you the equipment with which to 
tell a story, and to tell it with power. 

And God has given you the material 
for a compelling story. He has given 
you the Bible, the best story book of 
all because it is the living Word. All 
other books may become out of date 
and grow wearisome, but never the 
Bible. It is the most up-to-date, down- 
to-the-minute document you can read 
—even more so than your daily news- 
paper —in its application to the present 
human need. It is just as fresh and 
needful now as it was nineteen centuries 
ago. That is one of the amazing facts 
which distinguishes it from all other 
books, and is one of the evidences of 
its being inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
“For the prophecy [the Bible] came not 
in old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they were 
moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Pet. 1: 
21). ’ 

Our Lord Jesus Christ illustrated many 
of his teachings with short stories, He 
is the master storyteller. If in teaching 
the Bible you use local incidents or 
illustrative stories, you are wisely fol- ~ 





lowing his example as a teacher. His 
stories, parables, or related incidents 
were usually very brief, but they were 
overwhelmingly to the point. His stories 
always sparkled with high purpose, The 
three narratives recorded in this fif- 
teenth chapter of Luke, the first two be- 
ing our text today, are fine examples of 
this. He is showing how God loves the 
poor lost sinner and to what extremes 
he will go to save him. There is no 
more thrilling theme, and if you are 
thrilled through and through with the 
“surprise” of the Gospel, as Dr. James 
A. Stalker speaks of it, you will never 
be dull or tedious to those who hear 
you tell it. May God pity the teacher 
or preacher who attempts oratorical 
flights in side issues, or civic movements 
(however good), or the review of some 
recent book, when he has the all-con- 
suming passion of the marvelous Saviour 
for lost souls, or when he devotes the 
precious moments of sermon time to 
scattering quotations from Goethe and 
Shakespeare and inscriptions on the 
statue of liberty, when men before him 
are dying for the want of the real story 
of the cross. The Living Word has dra- 
matic power, romance, tragedy, and be- 
sides that, it has the soul-satisfying love 
of Jesus Christ made manifest on 
Calvary, the supreme tragedy of the 
ages. 

Make up your mind, old fellow, you 
will tell that story. First you will 
ponder it for yourself until you catch 
the wonder of it; then you will live it 
and tell it all the days of your life. 
Whether you are a preacher, a mission- 
ary, a schoolteacher, a merchant, a doc- 
tor, a lawyer, a street cleaner, or a cob- 
bler, you will tell it. You will get a 
certain joy out of this which nothing 
else can give. 

“Tel. me the old, old story.” That is 
what this poor confused, tired, dying 
world wants. “For all can see that you 
are a letter of Christ . . . written not 
with ink, but with the Spirit of the ever- 
living God — and not on tablets of stone, 
but on human hearts as tablets” (2 Cor. 
3:3, Weymouth). 

Avon Park, FLA. 

4 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 30) 


1. The Lord Jesus was eating with pub- 
licans and sinners and the self-righteous 
Pharisees objected to it. 

2. No, for all have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God. 

3. This probably refers to the Pharisees 
who were self-righteous, feeling no need 
for repentance. 

; 4 Sinners. 


5. There are many passages. Psalm 119: 
76; Ezekiel 34; Isaiah 53; and 1 Peter 2:25 
‘are some of them. 
6. It is said that ten pieces of silver were 
iven to a bride by her husband and worn 
ton her brow. To lose one would perhaps 
mply a breaking of the marriage vow. 


7. A privilege and a duty, as it is com- 
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manded (Rom. 12:15). If it is done only 
as a duty, it would be poor rejoicing. 

8. Christ seeks the lost because he loves 
and cares so much. The “Sheep” and 
“Coin” stories were told so that we might, 
by reviewing our heart yearnings for lost 
possessions, grasp, in part, the heart yearn< 
ings of God (Luke 13:34; 19:41, 42). 

9. Christ combined his presentation of God 
with his own genuine interest in human 
needs (John 4:15-18). 

10. You must love people yourself before 
you can convince them of the love of the 
Lord Jesus Christ (John 15:12-14). 


My Class of Girls 


By Beatrice E. Borchardt 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


Goal.—To show the girls that being lost 
from God is a hopeless condition that 
needs to be lovingly, but surely corrected. 


Activity.—The teacher should seek a 
practical experience with this lesson be- | 
fore presenting it to the class. Discuss the 
question: Can a Christian approach every 
lost individual with equal success? (Acts 
16:6.) For the poster use a picture which 
shows someone conversing with another 
about spiritual concerns, such as a parent 
and child, two girls, two boys, or a teacher 
and pupil. 

Memory Verse.—“There is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth” (Luke 15:10). 











Lost: A Boy 
<6¢ A RE you lost, little boy?” asked a 
lady of a little fellow who was 
crying all alone in the aisle of a large 
department store. 


“No, I’m not lost,” he sobbed. “My 
mother is.” 
Was his interpretation correct? We 


do not like to admit lostness and all that 
it involves. Nevertheless, anyone or 
anything that is not where it should 
be is lost, and when you or I have an 
interest in the lost possession, we are ill 
at ease until it is restored. Christ illus- 
trated this in the stories of our text 
(Luke 15:1-10). 


Lost: A SHEEP 


Long before the owner could hear the 
mournful bleating of his helpless, wan- 
dering sheep, the thoughts of its plight 
made a heart'appeal, and leaving the 
comfortable, secure ones in their fold, 
he went forth to locate the lost one that 
might be bruised and alone, hungry and 
cold. Always, until it might be found, 
this man would remember and desire his 
sheep. 

Lost: A Corn 


The woman who lost a coin from her 
marriage necklace also was grieved and 
distressed. Although here no pain or 
loss of life was involved, still the woman 
longed for this coin to make her neck- 
lace complete. A lost coin could never 


kuy anything, and as long as it might 
remain in obscurity, it would be useless 
and marred. 


When the sheep was found, the man 
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and his friends rejoiced. The woman 
and her neighbors rejoiced when the 
coin was found. Likewise, when a dis- 
illusioned, lost person is restored to the 


family of God, “there is joy in the pres- 


ence of the angels.” 


-Lost: One SINNER 

“A lost sinner!” “A lost soul!” To 
some young people these expressions 
bring a supercilious sneer. To them 
the suggestion of a lost personality 
sounds weird. In this they are right. 
Lostness is weird. It is tragic, gro- 
tesque, cold, dark, hopeless, and sep- 
arate from the richness and beauty of 
life. “Void if detached,” read transfers 
and tickets above the perforated line. A 
human being is “void if detached” from 
God, and being detached is the same as 
being lost (Rom, 3:23). Consult a dic- 
tionary for “void” and “lost.” 

Why should a life be void and empty 
when it is separated from God? What 
has man lost? This world which we 
grasp with our five mortal senses is not 
all that exists. Heaven and God are 
real, but mankind has lost an intimate 
touch with the heavenly One. We can- 
not see God with our physical eyes (John 
1:18); we cannot give him a physical 
audition (Matt. 13:13, 16); we cannot 
feel him with our sense of touch (Acts 
17:27, 28). Yet all the while the Lord 
who created us and knows us (Psa. 139) 
is seeking entrancé into the innermost 
parts of our beings, our souls and hearts. 
God is never lost. Only human person- 
alities become detached and void. 


Lost: SOMEONE WHOM You May Finp 


“Some people seem to be glad that 
sinners get into trouble. Others are 
hurt and sorry,” a young friend declared. 
Are you one of the sorry folk? Whom 
can you reach for God, and how? Which 
is more effective in the winning of peo- 
pie to the Lord, mass evangelism, or 
your personal recommendations that 
Christ can satisfy? 

Refer to the technique of the man and 
the woman as they sought their treas- 
ures. The man kept on searching until 
he found his sheep, then tenderly he laid 
it upon his shoulder, and went home to 
rejoice. The woman lighted a candle, 
swept out the dirt, and made her sur- 
roundings ‘attractive as she sought “dili- 
gently” for her precious coin. 

We cannot expect an “annual” com- 


-- munity revival meeting to bring all lost 


persons to the Saviour, or to keep them 
close to him. Our friendship and inter- 
est are needed all the year long. 

Last week we met the young boy who 
had left his home when he was sixteen, 
and for months he did not let his folks 
know where he was because he thought 
they were partial to brothers and sisters 
and unkind to him. “I would be willing 
to write to my mother,” he said when 
we suggested it, “but. I don’t care 
whether my father ever knows where I 
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am.” This boy has a manyfold sense of 
lostness that must be adjusted. 

We met, also, two sisters who lately have 
omitted from their schedules church, 
Bible reading, and prayer. They had 
never made heart contact with the Lord, 
and when glamorous temptations were 
placed in their paths, their thoughts and 
interests were diverted from Christ. 

“Have you ever found anything else to 
take the place of God?” we asked. 

“Definitely, no,” replied one. 
we really need him,” 
fessed. 

Next week we shall continue this study 
of our individual responsibility for the 
welfare of others. Memorize and prac- 
tice Proverbs. 16:32. 


ALPAUGH, CALIF. 


“And 
the other con- 


we 
For Primary Teachers 


By Ethel S. Low 


Worship.—Use the Twenty-third Psalm as 
a Scripture reading. Teach the children 
Luke 19:10, 
seek and to save that which was lost.” 


Instruction—A Lost Sheep found; the 
shepherd rejoices. A Lost Coin found; the 
woman rejoices. A Lost Sinner found; 
Heaven rejoices. 


Expression.—Give each child a cut-out of 
a. sheep on which to print, “I am the good 
shepherd.” Those who are making a book 
can paste it on the page for today. I hope 
some of you are using Scripturegraphs, or 
Flannelgraphs or Feltographs — they are all 
on the same principle. You may be interested 
to know that you can get patterns for fig- 
ures to illustrate the International lessons 
from a Quarterly published by the Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance, Harrisburg, Pa. 


) pessoa day when I read the news- 
paper I see on a certain page these 
words in large type, “Lost and Found.” 
And in that column I read all sorts of 
things. A boy has lost a dog named 
Spot, and his father will pay $5 to any- 
one who will bring Spot home. A lady 
has lost her Persian cat, and she will 
pay to have him returned. Another 
woman lost her handbag with her purse 
and keys and driver’s license, and she 
wants them back enough to pay a good 
reward. 

I find that all the people who have lost 
things are sad and sorry about it, and 
they are so happy when some person 
finds their lost things that they are glad 
to pay a reward. They rejoice when 
things are found. 


A Lost SHEEP 


Jesus told the scribes and Pharisees 
about a man that had lost a sheep. He 
was a shepherd and had one hundred 
sheep, and when he gathered them into 
the fold out on the range, and counted 
them, one was missing. 

I think he must have counted them 
over again, hédping he had made a mis- 
take, but no, 97, 98, 99—-and no more. 
So the shepherd left the ninety. and nine 
there, and went out to hunt for that one 
lost sheep. It was dark and it was cold, 
but the shepherd went carefully back 


“The Son of man is come to , 
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over all the places where the sheep had 
been that day. All at once he stopped 
and listened. Yes, he heard a sheep 
bleating. He followed the sound and 
came to the sheep, caught in a thorn 
bush, torn and bleeding. He picked it 
up and put it on his shoulders and slowly 
carried it back to the fold where he had 
left the flock. He was tired, but he was 
happy and rejoicing because he had 
féund the sheep that was lost. 


A Lost Corin 


Jesus told them, too, of a woman who 
had ten pieces of silver put away care- 
fully in her house. One day she went 
to get them, and she counted them, and 
her heart almost stood still— there were 
only nine! One was gone, lost. Things 
surely were stirred up in that house that 
day. She swept the house from end to 
end, she looked through every drawer 
and cupboard, and in all the little secret 
corners where she had hidden money, 
and she found it! She was so glad that 
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Order Early Your Easter 
Communion Cups 


Send for Folder and SPECIAL 
ere 2 at low eee. Glasses $1.00 


Dozen. 50 u 
Beautiful CHROMIUM PLATED: 
Aluminum, Wood and Silver- Inted 
rvices. Collection & Bread Plates, Pastor's Sick Outfits, ete. 
Lima, Ohio 


Thomas Communion Service, Box 1222 








HOLMAN BIBLE 


For your own use, for your pastor, 
child or friend. There is no better gift 
than a Bible, no better Bible than a 
Holman. For four generations this 
house has made Bibles and no other 
book. Authorized version. Special 
leather, glue and sizing give Holman 
Bibles extra long life. Dictionary and 
other helps are added value. At any 
book store, or A. J. Holman Co., 1224 
Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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A FULLY ACCREDITED JUNIOR AND SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL IS AFFILIATED, WITH A NOMINAL TUITION, 


W hata ManIS—vs. What HeKnows 


In our comparatively easy way of 
living today, we find ourselves 
minimizing the importance of real 


character. Leading educators 
everywhere recognize this trend. 
It is not always the ability to do 
a thing which brings success, but 
the moral stamina and determi- 
nation to do it. 

Houghton College believes that the way 
to train men and women of real Char- 


acter is to equip them with a culture 
that is Christian. This was the basic 


idea back of all Early American educa- 
tion. Nearly all these early colleges were 
founded by the Church. The moral and 
educational standards then established 
have made possible the unique and broad 
development of America today. 


Yet educational standards at Houghton, 
too, are high. The College is fully accred- 
ited. Between one and two hundred 
courses lead to the various degrees. There 
is a strong Music Division; a full athletic 
program; and the extra-curricular activ- 
ities are varied, The budget of student 
expense is also very modest. Write for 


Catalog. Address Dept. T-141 


A bequest or scholarship to a growing Christian College 
like Houghton directly assists poor but worthy boys and 
Investigate. 


girls to a cultured Christian character. 





Commencement procession and friends entering the 
church. Inset: Senior president and honor student ree 
ceiving his diploma from President Stephen W. Paine. 
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she ran out and called to her neighbors 
to come over quickly for she had found 
her piece of money, and they came and 
rejoiced with her. 


A Lost SINNER 


The shepherd rejoiced over the lost 
sheep that was found, and the woman 
rejoiced over the lost coin that was 
found, but Jesus told them that there 
is joy in Heaven over a lost sinner that 
repents. Jesus said, “I am the good 
shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his 
life for the sheep.” And Jesus did give 
his life on the cross for you and me 
and all the rest of the world, all sinners, 
for we were all lost. Jesus a“ “to 
seek and to save that which was lost.” 
When one of you accepts the Lord Jesus 
as his Saviour, there is rejoicing in 
Heaven. When we bring somebody else 
to the Lord and he accepts him, there 
is joy in the presence of the angels in 
Heaven. 

“And the angels echoed around the 
throne, ‘Rejoice, for the Lord brings 
back His own!” 

MopesTo, CALir. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


HICH of God’s invitations did you 
like best? (These were mentioned 
in the lesson article last week.) 

I know a girl who had done some- 
thing wrong. She said that she liked 
the housecleaning one best. 

This picture of “Christ Knocking at 
the Door,” by Hoffmann, makes me think 
of one of the invitations. Which one? 
The door must be opened from inside. 

A certain teacher likes the fishing in- 
vitation because one day when she was 
reading the verse that tells of Jesus’ 
call to the fishermen, the words seemed 
to her to change to “Follow me, and I 
will make you a teacher of men.” She 
responded to the invitation and wrote 
the date in her Bible. As the years went 
on she could look back and see that the 
Lord had indeed kept his promise. He 
had also given her a love for her Sun- 
day school teaching and success in it 
which she had not had before. 

That same teacher, when a girl, first 
realized how serious lying was when 














It’s all well enough to quote 
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she found in Revelation 21:27 and 22: 
15 that she could not accept the invi- 
tation to the Heavenly City if she kept 
on lying. 

Two Junior girls who lived in the 
country in Maine were returning home 
after dark. A noise in the bushes fright- 
ened them. “It might be a moose,” said 
one, “Let’s ask God to keep us safe,” 
replied the other, as she kneeled by the 
roadside. After a short prayer the two 
girls rose from their knees and trudged 
safely homeward. Which invitation did 
the girls accept that night? 

Shall we bow our heads now and 
thank God for some of these invitations 
which you are glad to receive? 

Did you ever feel sad because your 
kitty or dog was lost? Did you find it 
again? How did you feel then? 

We were giving a pretty gray and 
white kitten to a neighbor who lived at 
the Corner, two miles away. The kit- 
ten was put into a market basket which 
Then the basket was set 
into a wagon under one of the seats. 
When we arrived at the Corner, the bas- 
ket was carefully lifted out. But to our 
surprise, no kitten was inside! One 
of the covers had not been securely 
fastened down, and the kitten had es- 
caped. Mother and I searched carefully 
all the way home, looking among the 
bushes and back of the stone walls, call- 
ing softly, and asking the neighbors if 
they had seen a gray and white kitten. 
Darkness was beginning to fall, and we 
thought sadly of how lonesome poor 
little kitty would be, cowering in some 
nook, or running away, frightened by 
some passing car. We. had almost 
reached home and had given up hope 
of finding the lost one. Then we heard 
a faint meow. We spoke softly. Again 
the meow. But we could not tell where 
the sound came from. We called and 
called, but no kitty came. 

Finally, while looking around, I saw a 
gray bunch inside a thicket of June 
roses. But kitty had been so fright- 
ened by his strange experiences of the 
afternoon that he would not come out 
even though the voices sounded friendly 
and familiar. When I reached my hand 
in to try to take him he ran farther 
back into the thorny thicket. We eoaxed 
and coaxed. It grew darker and darker. 
Then, little by little, kitty moved closer, 
while we stayed still. 
the edge of the rose bushes, I suddenly 
picked him up before he could dodge 
back. When he found kind hands pet- 
ting him and a soft voice soothing him, 
he stopped struggling and cuddled up 
happily in my arms. I carried him 
homeward, very happy at heart that poor 
little pussy was safe at last. 

There were three other kittens at 
home, but did that make any difference 
about my being sad when one was lost 
and unhappy? I went after the kitty 


and invited him over and over to come 
But the kitty had to trust 


to me. 
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me enough to come to me before I 
could help him and take him to his 
warm, friendly home again. Jesus in- 
vites us to trust him and come to him. 
He will help us, and love us, and take 
us to our beautiful heavenly Home. 

Do you know some stories that Jesus 
told about lost things? the lost sheep? 
the lost coin? the lost boy? If Sam 
doesn’t know these stories, can you tell 
him where to find them so he can read 
them this week? They are in the fif- 
teenth chapter of Luke. If you know 
these stories already, I wish that you 
would read John 10:1-18 which tells 
about a special shepherd and what he 
does for his sheep. Will you be ready, 
too, to recite the Psalm about our Good 
Shepherd? 

FRANKFORT, MAINE. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











February 2. Christian Endeavor’s Sixtieth 
Birthday. Rom. 12:1-5. (Christian Endeavor 
Day.) 


Sunday, January 26 


What My Denomination Stands For 
(Eph, 2:19-22; 1 Tim. 4:12-14.) (Beginning 
Christian Endeavor Week. 
Denominational Day.) 





Mon.—Christ, the foundation (Matt. 16:15- 
18). 

Tues.—Diversified responsibilities (1 Cor. 
12:27-31). 

Wed.—Christ, the corner stone (Psa. 118: 
22, 23). 

Thurs.—Holiness becometh the church 
(Eph. 5:25-27). 

Fri.—An ideal social order (Acts 2:42-47). 

Sat.—Christ, the head (Col. 1:16-18). 





When he came to’ 








F you were asked to write down 
briefly just why you belong to a par- 

ticular denomination, what would you 
write? Perhaps the only reason that 
some of us could give would be ‘that 
Father and Mother belong to that de- 
nomination and we were brought up in 
that particular church. Or, we might 
have to say that a certain church was 
the one most convenient to attend in 
our neighborhood, and therefore we 
joined that church. 

Now it is most natural that a young 
person should attend and eventually be- 
come a member of the church to which 
Mother and Father go. And it is not 
blameworthy to attend a church that is 
convenient. But these should not be 
the only reasons, or the most important 
reason for belonging to a particular de- 
nomination. And so, at the very begin- 
ning of Christian Endeavor Week, it is 
fitting that we should think about the 
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denomination to which we belong and 
seek to understand what it stands for. 
4 

You will undoubtedly want to enlist 
the help of your pastor, or of your adult 
counselor, who with your prayer meet- 
ing committee will help you get to- 
gether the information about your par- 
ticular denomination that will make this 
week’s prayer meeting a helpful one 
to all. As a suggestion, you might list 
several items on which information 
should be secured. 

1. How did my denomination have its 
beginning, and who were the persons 
responsible for such a beginning? 

2. Who were some of the great leaders 
down through the years who have con- 
tributed to the growth of my denomi- 
nation? 

3. For what particular principles did 
my denomination stand when it was 
formed? 

4. For what basic doctrine of the 
Christian faith does my denomination 
stand today? 

5. What are some of the ways in which 
my denomination is especially used by 
God today? 

4 


Then, along with the presentation of 
the information peculiar to your partic- 
ular denomination, you will also want 
to point out in your meeting that the 
New Testament does not speak of Meth- 
odists, or Baptists, or Presbyterians, or 
Congregationalists, or Lutherans. It re- 
fers to the Church as made up of all be- 
lievers, the “called out ones” (1 Cor 12: 
12-14, 27; 1 Cor. 10:17). The head of 
this body, which is called the Church, 
is the Lord Jesus Christ (1 Cor. 12:12, 
R. V.; Eph. 1:22). 

ve 


But naturally some will ask why, if 
the true Church is made up of all be- 
lievers, there are so many denomina- 
tions? Is the membership of these denom- 
inations identical with the membership 
of the true. Church? It should be. But, 
sometimes individuals slip into a denom- 
inational church without having first ac- 
cepted and acknowledged the Lord 
Jesus, and thus it is possible for some 
to have their names upon the denomi- 
national roll and not be members of the 
true Church of Christ. 

4 

However, let us not get or give the 
wrong impression that because of this 
denominations are necessarily evil. God 
has markedly used denominations. 
Practically every evangelical denomina- 
tion of the Christian Church has come 
into being through the need of empha- 
sizing some Scriptural truth or prin- 
ciple that was in danger of being sub- 
merged or neglected. Nearly all the 
Christian denominations, at least in their 
doctrinal statements, hold to the great 
fundamentals of the Christian faith. 
Through denominational work in years 
past the Gospel has been carried to 
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many far-off places. It is only when 
men and women place loyalty to a de- 
nomination above loyalty to Christ, or 
when individuals, or groups of individ- 
uals, in a denomination do not “hold 
fast the head” (Col. 2:19),—the Lord 
Jesus,—and depart from his Word that 
denominationalism may be wrong. 


PHILADELPHIA. 





[ Gittins Mews 





Tom Teaches Jimmy a Lesson 
A true story 
By Nesta Reed 


et be surprised that old Tom doesn’t 
catch the big rat I’m constantly 
seeing in the rick yard. He must have 
a hole somewhere by the loft ladder, 
and he sure is some rat! Tom seldom 
lets such a fellow off for long, but this 
one seems a match for him.” 

“Oh, he’ll get him at last,” said the 
farm mother. “Tom always keeps right 
on the job till he does. There he is at 
the door, Jimmy boy; let him in for 
his supper.” 

Jimmy opened the door, and in stalked 
the big, sleek, tortoise-shell cat, well 
aware he was a favorite with the family. 

Sometimes Jimmy’s mother would say: 
“I wish we all could follow Tom’s ex- 
ample and not give way so easily in our 
battles with wrong things in our lives. 
Tom pursues’ the rats and mice on this 
farm until he has them beaten, and he 
lets nothing stop him.” 

Jimmy knew that his mother often 
worried over his hot temper which so 
often overcame him, in spite of many 
resolves and even prayers to God about 
it. Like many others, Jimmy forgot the 
need of constant watchfulness. He 
wanted an easy, once-for-all victory. 

“Say now, old man, what about that 
big rat in the rick yard?” said the 
farmer stroking the cat’s glossy coat. 
“It isn’t like you, Tom, to let him off 
so long. What about it?” 

Next evening it happened that Tom’s 
mistress was busily cutting bacon for 
supper. As usual the cat watched her 
preparations with polite interest, but he 
was no thief and anything could be left 
safely within his reach. A more per- 
fect cat for manners did not exist than 
Tom, for he did not seem to know what 
it meant to be greedy. 

This evening, however, as soon as his 
mistress turned her back, Tom made a 
flying leap and seized the thickest and 
largest piece of bacon. Out of the door 
he streaked in a split second, leaving his 
mistress dumbfounded as she caught a 
glimpse of him racing out with the 
bacon. She was scarcely able to believe 
her own eyes. Could Tom be a thief 
after all these years of perfect conduct? 
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It seemed unexplainable, but his mis- 
tress had to believe her own eyes, 
though she was really troubled. Had it 
been any one of the other cats it could 
easily have been understood, but Tom 
was different. , 

When the farmer came in, he too was 
surprised, but he advised going slowly 
in the matter of condemning Tom. “The 
cat has been with us over nine years, 
and never once has he been guilty of 
the smallest theft. Tom is never greedy; 
indeed, I’ve often said he teaches many 
of us a lesson. There must be some ex- 
planation, I am sure.” 

After supper the cat did not appear 
as usual, so the farmer and Jimmy 
strolled around the rick yard. Suddenly 
they saw Tom on the watch, crouching 
with such fixed determination that he 
took not the least notice of them. He 
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was waiting outside the rat hole where 
an untouched piece of bacon was tempt- 
ingly laid just in the right spot. Jimmy 
and his father had to join the watch 
for sometime before the rat, with a sud- 
den spring, made a grab for the bait. 
But Tom was ready, and in a flash the 
enemy was caught fast between those 
steel-like jaws. 

“Well, old man,” said the farmer, “you 
certainly puzzled us; but you are a good 
old cat, and brains and patience have 
won the victory. Say, Jimmy, we must 
never forget Tom’s victory”; and Jimmy 
never did, for from that day forward 
he really got the better of his hot temper. 


we 
A Leap from Atheism to Christ 


(Continued from second page) 


and the Rev. M. H., who had called at 
the house once before, asked if the fam- 
ily would like to have him call that 
afternoon. When he arrived and was 
ushered into the sick room he was re- 
ceived in a most cordial way. “Was 
L. M. in your church today?” 

“No,” said the minister, “she was there 
Sunday.” This seemed to ease the sick 
man’s mind, and the subject of conver- 
sation then turned to the doctor. 

“Whoever heard of a Christian doctor! 
He sure was a man with a double 
racket.” 

As they talked the sick man said: “I 
like to have you come. You are a nice 
fellow to talk to. You don’t try to 
choke religion down a man’s throat.” 

Mr. H. then: turned to John 3 and 
said: “I want to read to you about a 
big shot back there in Jerusalem who 
came to Jesus by night, for he would 
not have it known that he lacked any- 
thing.” After reading this chapter and 
a few portions from Isaiah 53, he 
closed with prayer. Then he took the 
sick one by the hand and said, “Just 
remember this, ‘Whosoever shall call 
upon the name ofthe Lord shall be 
saved.’ ” 

Conviction and a sense of his respon- 
sibility before God must have rushed 
upon the sick man, for it was only a 
matter of an hour when a most urgent 
cry came from the sick room. S. rushed 
to her father and was met with these 
words, “Send for my family. I want 
them to come and pray for me.” 

Later, when Aunt L. entered the room, 
he said to her, “If I get down on my 
knees and cry and then tell you that my 
sins are gone, would you believe me?” 

“Yes,” she replied, “if it is a heart 
cry.” 

Then he said, “When the family prays 
tonight, I am going to throw myself in 
and give myself up.” 

Members of his family were notified 
and responded to the call. The son made 
double speed, for he thought that Aunt 
L. had surely cooked up something now. 
But when he arrived and talked with 
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his father he changed his mind. This 
right-about-face attitude was a mystery 
too miraculous to fathom. 

“Be sure to bring ——,” had been the 
one request. She was one of the younger 
daughters, but oldest in the faith. It 
was shortly after the supper hour when 
the wife, the aunt, the four daughters, 
and the son gathered at the bedside, 
thanking and praising God who is able 
to save from the uttermost of sin to 
the uttermost of grace all that come to 
him in faith believing that his Son died 
and arose again for their justification. 

The sick one raised his hands toward 
Heaven and said, “My sins are all gone. 
I am so happy. God bless my family.” 
It was a moment never to be forgotten, 
— April 4, 1940. The wonders of God’s 
grace! A man who for fifty-six years 
had so stubbornly and persistently lived 
outside the pale of Christ now stood 
justified as though he had never sinned, 
clean before God on the grounds of the 
death of the Lord Jesus. He was sev- 
enty-two years old, and he lived sev- 
enty-two hours in this new-found life. 

This new father called for his son, 
of whom he had said, “You will never 
get W.,” and the father put his arms 
around his son and said, “It is hard for 
me to say this to you, but I can see 
further than you can now. I want you 
to find Jesus.” This request was re- 
peated three times, when a promise was 
made. The same importance was laid 
upon the salvation of a daughter who 
probably never had taken this matter 
very seriously. 

What a triumphant entry! What a 
leap from atheism to Christ! Only one 
in a million after the age of seventy! 

“Jesus paid it all, 
All to Him I owe; 


Sin had left a crimson stain, 
He washed it white as snow.” 





With the New Books 








The Mystery of Mar Saba 


A Christian novel by James H. 

Hunter. (Evangelical Publishers, 366 

Bay St., Toronto, Can.; 156 Fifth 
Ave., New York City, $2.) 


A review by P. E. Howard, Jr. 





EN years ago, in company with a 
group of readers of The Sunday 
School Times and The Evangelical Chris- 
tian, I had the pleasure of traveling 
through Bible lands with James Hunter. 
There are lovely scenes and darker 
scenes, humorous and more serious in- 
cidents that will always live in our 
memories. So I have read “The Mystery 
of Mar Saba” with the keenest interest. 
The story moves rapidly, carrying one 
along easily through the 414 pages. The 
style is vigorous, showing the skill the 
author has acquired through long expe- 
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rience as a journalist, first as one of 
the staff of the Toronto Globe, and now 
for some years as editor of The Evan- 
gelical Christian. The background is 
thoroughly Christian, without any ob- 
trusive piousness, and with innumerable 
and valuable side lights on the history 
and geography of Palestine, the condi- 
tions of the land today, and with almost 
prophetic insight into the tragic world 
situation brought about by this present 
war. 

The characters in this thrilling tale are 
so well drawn that they seem like living 
persons. George Anthony Medhurst, a 
husky and wealthy American, and his 
man Dennis go out to Jerusalem in an 
unofficial capacity to help Colonel Harry 
Alderson, Chief of the Palestine Police, 
under whom they served in the World 
War. On the way Medhurst meets and 
falls in love with Natalie Yphantis, a 
beautiful Greek-Jewess, who has become 
a Christian, and who with her scholarly 
brother Peter, is in the power of Pro- 
fessor Heimworth, German higher critic, 
archeologist, and unscrupulous conspira- 
tor. With his aids, men of the same 
stamp, Heimworth conceives a gigantic 
scheme to break down the morale of the 
British Empire and thus prepare the way 
for a speedy German conquest. The 
heart of the plan is a forged document, 
which Peter Yphantis was forced to pre- 
pare in the old monastery of Mar Saba, 
and which it was arranged that Sir 
William Bracebridge, British archeolo- 
gist, should “discover.” This is called 
the “Shred of Nicodemus,” and bears 
the message that Nicodemus, in company 
with Joseph of Arimathea, had removed 
the body of Christ from the tomb in 
the early morning of the first day of 
the week after the crucifixion. When 
this document is made public it causes 
financial and moral panic in England 
and America. 

Medhurst, Dennis, Alderson, and Ab- 
boud, Sergeant of the Arab Legion, and 
other special agents have exciting ad- 
ventures and narrow escapes as they 
follow the trail of the Hooded Ones, a 
secret society aiding the Germans, and 
as they finally expose the forged manu- 
script just in the nick of time. In Pal- 
estine Medhurst meets his old friend 
Cynthia Hardwick, who had married a 
fine big missionary of the Soldier’s 
Christian ‘Association. Through the 
straightforward testimony of the Hard- 
wicks, and of Alderson and Dennis, he 
is led to accept Christ as his personal 
Saviour. By a providential coincidence 
Cynthia and the two men had each told 
him that he would never be completely 
happy until he found the treasure of 
Heaven. Finally Peter Yphantis and his 
lovely sister are rescued, Heimworth and 
the other Germans are effectually put 
out of the way, and as the story closes, 
Natalie and Medhurst are soon to be 
married by Dick Hardwick. 

But this is more than a good story, 
well written. It gives a vivid picture 
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of what. it would mean to the civilized 
world, and particularly to Great Britain 
and America, if it were not true that 
Christ had risen from the dead. But no 
doubt is left in the reader’s mind as to 
that great and glorious fact, and the 
last two chapters are fittingly called 
“Now Is Christ Risen,” and “The Garden 
of the Resurrection.” 





For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D, 


Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 








Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


January 20 to 26 


Mon.—Luke 15:1, 2. The Friend of Sinners. 

PRAYER SvuccesTions: “This man re- 
ceiveth sinners.” Our -Lord’s love 
toward sinners is greater than we even 
dare to think. He came down from 
Heaven, lived in poverty, and died on 
a cross for the salvation of our souls. 
We, too, should love everybody. It is 
only through Christians that sinners ever 
will know about the Saviour. Jesus was 
the friend of sinners, and we, too, should 
befriend them for his sake. Pray for 
International Hebrew Christian Alliance, 
19 Draycott Place, London, S. W. 


Tues.—Luke 15:3-7. The Lost Sheep Found. 


PRAYER SuGcEsTions: “My sheep which 
was lost.” Lost sheep dre unable to 
“find” themselves, and sinners cannot 
save themselves. Jesus, the Good shep- 
herd, alone can save helpless souls. Da- 
vid understood this and prayed: “Seek 
thy servant; for I do not forget thy com- 
mandments” (Psa. 119:176). Pray for 
all God-fearing Generals in present war 
service. 


Wed.—Luke 15:8-10. The Lost Coin Found. 


Prayer Succestions: “She . . . found 
it.’ The woman who lost her coin 
searched her house with a candle and 
broom until she found it. Sorrow was 
turned into joy. She was so happy that 
she told her neighbors and friends about 
it. They rejoiced, too. All Heaven re- 
joices when sinners are found by the 
Saviour. Pray for Army Scripture 
Readers and Soldiers’ and Airmen’s 
Christian Association, 35 Catherine Place, 
London. 


Thurs.—Luke 15:21-24. The Lost Son Restored. 


PRAYER SuGcesTions: “Lost, and... 
found.” The prodigal’s father meant a 
good deal when he used the -words, 
“Lost, and... found.” His sorrows were 
great, but present joy was greater. When 
we return to the Lord his loving heart 
turns from sadness to gladness; and for- 
giveness and blessing turn our sorrow 
into joy. God rejoices over all who 
sorrow for sin. Pray for all European 
Bible Societies. 
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Fri.—Luke 19:5-10. A Publican Saved. 

PRAYER SuGGEsSTIONS: “Follow me” 
(Matt. 4:19). Jesus called Zacchzeus 
from a bad business, into the good busi- 
ness of spreading the Gospel of Christ. 
We are saved to serve. A new heart 
shows itself in doing God’s will. Jesus 
said, “If any man serve me, let him fol- 
low me” (John 12:26). Pray for Amer- 
ican Christian Literature Society for 
Moslems. 


Sat.—Matthew 9:9-138. A Publican Serving. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Jesus ... in the 
house.” When Matthew made a feast 
for Jesus, he invited people who needed 
to be saved. That party meant that 
Matthew was going out of a crooked 
business into the service of the Lord. 
They serve the Lord best who are out 
and out for him.~- It pays to serve Jesus. 
Pray for the Albania Mission of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance. 


Sun.—Luke 13:34, 35. 
Christ’s Concern for Jerusalem. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “How often would 
I have gathered thy children together, 
as a hen doth gather her brood under 
her wings, and ye would not!” When 
Jesus spoke these words, hot tears were 
rolling down his cheeks. Wicked Jeru- 
salem sinners had rejected the Lord 
Jesus. Their sins against light and 
knowledge were greater than the sins of 
the heathen. Christ’s ‘concern for Jeru- 
salem tells of his concern for our sal- 
vation. Pray for the Illinois Valley 
Bible Training School, First Baptist 
Church, La Salle, Iil. 


Does Christian Science 
Deny Christ? 


(Continued from second page) 


(Gal. 3:13). On this heart of the atone- 
ment Christian Science is silent; worse 
than this, Christian Science denies it, 
as will be seen from its textbook. For 
it denies the fact of sin, and it denies 
death, both of which are repeatedly de- 
clared in the Bible. If sin does not 
exist, and if death does not ‘exist, then 
men need no Saviour, Christ did not die, 
there was no resurrection of Christ from 
the dead, and we have neither Saviour 
nor salvation. 

The Christian Science Committee’s 
letter quotes Mrs. Eddy as saying that 
Christian Science unfolds “man’s unity 
with God through Christ Jesus the Way- 
shower.” Of this falsehood no slightest 
trace can be found in the Bible. God’s 
Word declares, “There is none righteous, 
no, not one” (Rom. 3:10), and that the 
natural man not only has no “unity with 
God,” but his “mind is enmity against 
God: for it is not subject to the law 
of God, neither indeed can be” (Rom. 
8:7). The Bible never calls Christ the 
“Wayshower,” for Christ himself said 
something very different from that: “I 
am the way, ... no man cometh unto 
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the Father, but by me” (John 14:6). 
If Christ had only shown men the way 
to live, or how to live, every soul would 
have been lost. It was only by becom- 
ing the way, by taking man’s sins upon 
himself and receiving in himself “the 
wages of sin,” which “is death” (Rom. 
6:23), and necessarily being forsaken of 
God because he did this (Matt. 27:46), 
that Christ became the Way of Life 
for lost sinners. 

In the final and authoritative edition 
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of: “Science and Health with Key to the 
Scriptures,” by Mary Baker Eddy, we 
read this: “Whosoever believeth that 
wrath is righteous . . . does not under- 
stand God (II, 22). And this in the 
face of scores of Bible passages declar- 
ing the righteous wrath of God! Be- 
cause of the sins of Israel “The wrath 
of God came upon them” (Psa. 78:31). 
“He that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life; but the wrath of God abideth 
on him” (John 3:36). “For the wrath 
of God is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men” (Rom. 1:18). And the following 
statement seems to be particularly ap- 
plicable to Christian Science: “Let no 
man deceive you with vain words: for 
because of these things cometh the wrath 
of God upon the children of disobedi- 
ence. Be not ye therefore partakers 
with them” (Eph. 5:6, 7). 

Does Christian Science “acknowledge 
Jesus’ atonement” when it says: “One 
sacrifice, however great, is insufficient to 
pay the debt of sin. ... That God’s wrath 
should be vented upon His beloved Son, 
is divinely unnatural. Such a theory 
is man-made” (II, 23). God’s Word says, 
of the sacrificial death of Christ: “We 
are sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once for all 
... this man, after he had offered one 
sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on 
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the right hand of God. .. . For by one 
offering he hath perfected for ever them 
that are sanctified” (Heb. 10:10, 12, 14). 

Does the following statement by Mrs. 
Eddy “acknowledge Jesus’ atonement”? 
“Does erudite theology regard the cru- 
cifixion of Jesus chiefly as providing a 
ready pardon for all sinners who ask for 
it and are willing to be forgiven? ... 
Then we must differ” (II, 24). The 
Christ of God, foretelling his death said: 
“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in 
the wilderness, even so must the Son of 
man be lifted up: That whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, but 
have eternal life” (John 3:14, 15). And 
Paul writes: “God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us ... we were 
reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son” (Rom, 5:8, 10). 

Can blasphemous falsehood go farther 
than Christian Science goes when it 
says: “The material blood of Jesus was 
no more efficacious to cleanse from sin 
when it was shed upon ‘the accursed 
tree, than when it was flowing in his 
veins as he went daily about his Father’s 
business” (II, 25)? The night before he 
died on the cross as the sinner’s sub- 
stitute, Christ instituted the Lord’s Sup- 
per with his disciples, saying to them 
of the broken bread, “This is my body 
which is given for you”; and of the cup 
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he said: “This cup is the new testa- 
ment in my blood, which is shed for 
you” (Luke 22:19, 20). In its blas- 
phemous denial of the truth declared by 
Christ himself and by the Holy Spirit, 
Christian Science “hath trodden under 
foot the Son of God, and hath counted 
the blood of the covenant ... an unholy 
thing, and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace” (Heb. 10:29). May God 
bring those who are deluded by Chris- 
tian Science, and those who are respon- 
sible for propagating this death-dealing 
falsehood and blasphemy, to realize the 
terrible meaning of the divine Word 
spoken in connection with the Scripture 
just quoted:, “For we know him that 
hath said, Vengeance belongeth unto me, 
Iwill recompense, saith the Lord... . It 
is a fearful thing to fall into the hands 
of the living God.” 

Christian Science is a Christ-denying 
cult. Its Christ. is a Christ of Satan, not 
the Christ of God. 
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